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THE 


PREFACE. 


JE Earn ly beſeech thoſe Perſons, for 


whoſe ſake eſpecially I writ the Diſ- 
4. courſe of Schiſm, ſeriouſly to conſe- 
der, that Mr. Shepherd has granted, 
I. I hat there is a ſinſul Separation (that 
z5, 4 Schiſm) between the Eſtabliſhed 
Church of England, and the Diſſenters, 
2. That, if the Terms of Lay-Commu- 
nion with the Eſtabliſbed Church of 
England he lawful; then the guilt of this 
ſinful Separation is to be chargd on the 
Diſſenters fade. 

Now I appeal to the Conſciences of theſe 


Perſons, whether they themſelves do not 


believe, and whether in the Diſcourſe of 
Schiſm, and in the following Defence of 


it, I have not fairly proved, that the 
"03 


Terms 


— ́äü—êfVU—êt2 — 
Terms of Lay-Communion with the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church are lawful. And if this be 
acknowledged (as I am ſure it ought, and 
muſt) then the Diſſenters are — certain- 
by Schiſmatics upon Mr. Shepherd's own 
Principles, and by. bis om confeſſion. 

Mould to God, thoſe Diſſenters, who join 
with us occaſunally, to gain an Office, or 
for ſome ſuch unworthy end, would lay this 
Truth to Heart. Mr. Shepherd tells them 
roundly (pag. 92.) That they want ſome 
grains of Sincerity, and that they prevari- 
cate wth God. T her practice proves, that 
they believe our Terms of Lay-Communion 
Lawful ; and therefore they are ſelf- 
condemned Schiſmatics, for their. ordinary 
Separation from us. hoo! 

Tf Mr. Gilſon and Mr. Gledhill, who 
have ſeduced ſo man) of my oum Flock, do 
believe that Mr. Shepherd's Principles 
are rigbt; why do they not act honeſily, and 
above-board ? Mhy do they not confeſs it, 
and inform their Followers of it? Why do 
they not acknowledge with Mr. Shepherd, 
that if or Terms of Lay-Commumon be 
lawful, 


The PREFACE 

lawful, then their Separation from us ig 
ſinful? And then let the People judge for 
themſelves, whether our Terms of Lay- 
Communion. be lawful, or no. But if tbey 
believe, that Mr. Shepherd's Principles 
are wrong, as 1 have very great reaſon 
to believe they do; then let them declare 
their own Sentzments; Let them tell their 
Followers, that Mr. Shepherd's Book ig 
no Anſwer to mine; but that Non-Confor« 
mity ma), and. muſt be defended ſome 
other way. | LS 
Is the wileſt Treachery imaginable to 
draw Men into a Separation, and yet not 
let them know, for what reaſons they ſe- 
parate. Preachers ought, in all things re- 
lating to Salvation, to inform their Hearers, 
what their Principles are; and to eſtabliſh 
them by (what they believe) ſufficient Ar- 
guments ; and then give every Man's Con- 
ference leave to determine what is riabt. 
And therefore Mr. Gilſon and Mr. Gled- 
hill ought 4y-the Rules of common Honeſty, 
to inform their Followers, I. Whether they 
de believe it lawful to join in Lay-Commu- 
A3 mon 
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to hg from it. 
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nien with the Hflabliſbed Church. 2. TWhes 


ther, upon ſuppoſition that it is lawful to 
join in e with the Eftabliſh- 
ed Chnrch, it be not in their opjmon ſin ful 


ve alr eady, in 1 be moſt public man- 


ner, deſired them to anſwer theſe ſhort, 


plain, and eaſy Queſtions : but could not ob- 
tain the favor of them. I do now, in the 
ſame manner, intreat them the ſecond time 
to do the fame thing: and if they ſtill re- 
fuſe. to comply wth fo reaſonable a Requeſt ; 
T hope their deluded Followers ill be con- 
vinced, T hat they dare not own their 
Principles, becauſe they know, they 
can't defend them. 
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render an Anſwer to my Book the more complete, 


vail upon your Followers, Firſt to agree amongſt 
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CHAP. I. 
The In TRoODUCTION. 


SIR, 


HEN I wrote my Diſcourſe of Schiſm 
by way of Letter to Mr. Gilſon, 
Mr. Gledbill and your ſelf ; I made 
- it my repeated requeſt to you, that 
whatſogyer was written in anſwer to it by any one 
or wee of you, might receive the Approbation of 
ou all. | | 
4 I cannot but, be ſtill perſuaded, that this Re- 
queſt was moſt highly reaſonable, with reſpect 
both to your ſelf and your Brethren ;. as well be- 
cauſe ſuch a joint concurrence would probably 


correct and ſubſtantial ; and thereby the Contro- 
verſy might be managed to the greater profit of 
the Readers, and would in all probability be the 
ſooner ended: as alſo becauſe thoſe Perſons whom 
each of you do's teach in your reſpective Aſſem- 
blies, would then be fatisfy'd, what were the true 
ſentiments of thoſe they hear. And *tis probable, 
that the Authority of ſuch a joint Declaration 
of your judgments, would in ſome meaſure pre- 


them. 
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themſelves ; and Secondly to agree with their 


Teachers in their Opinion concerning the Terms. 
of Lay-Communion with the Eſtabliſhed Church 


of England. t e | 
But that Requeſt, how reaſonable ſoever I'may. 
think it, was ſuch as you did not grant me, You 
(a) tell me, Nu do not pretend to be the Mouth of 
the - Diſſenters ; nor did 2 ever deſire it of you. 


But ſince my Book was written to you, in con- 


junction with two other Perſons; certainly you 
might have vouchſafed, at leaſt to confer, with ſo 
{mall a number of your Brethren. Tho you had 
thought your ſelf able to manage the Writing part 
without any aſſiſtance from them: yet furely, 
twould have been no diminution. of your Repu- 
tation,to have inquir'd what their ſentiments were, 
and to have gotten their approbation of your Book. 
Had this been done, you had ſerv'd thoſe good 


ends already nam'd; and (if that be worth men- 


tioning) you had alſo deeply oblig'd him, who al- 
waies was, and ever ſhall continue willing (when- 
ſoever able) to do your ſelf, or any Diſſenter in the 
Nation, a thouſand times greater ſervice. 

But, ſay (b) you, any man that ſees my Anſwer, 
by his approbation of it, and conſent thereto, may make 
it his own, I xefolvd therefore to make the ex- 
periment ; and wrote to Mr. Gilſon and Mr. Gled- 
bill, deſiring them to inform me, whether they 
did approve what you had publiſh'd. They an- 
{wer'd, That you never confulted them, they ne- 
ver ſaw your Book till it was printed, and they 
excus'd themſelves from acknowledging to me, 
whether they did approve it or no, 
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I confeſs, I cannot in any wiſe blame them for 
being thus unwilling to declare their ſentiments. 
For tho” their practice proves, that they have wrong 
Notions of Church Matters; yet I am perſuaded, 
they are Men of ſo much Conſcience, that they. 
would not deliberately ſet their hands to what they 
cannot but heartily diſlike. Now I have ju pub. 
to believe, that for this and no other reaſon, your 
Brethren durſt not make your Book their own, 
by approving what you have written, Nor can 
any one think it adviſable for Men in their cir- 
cumſtances openly to condemn you; and there- 
fore they did prudently to avoid being concern'd 
with you. [ 

Wherefore, ſince you have taken effectual care 
to diſcharge your Brethren from bearing any part 
in this Controverſy ; I muſt direct what I now 
write to none but your ſelf, and examin what 
you in particular have objected againſt that Diſ- 
courſe of Schiſm, which 1 writ by way of Letter 
to you all. ot; 
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CHAP. II. 


The State of the Controverſy between Mr. Shep- 


herd and the Author, concerning the Seat of 
Schiſm. | 


HE firſt thing I endeavor'd in that Diſcourſe; 
was to explain the Nature of Schi/m, which 
I defin'd (a) thus; Schiſm is a Diviſion of Chri- 
ffians, a Breach of that Church-Union er Commu- 
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nion in lot and peace, which ought to be prattis'd by 
rhem. And the Seat of Schiſm (or that Body in 
which that Diviſion is, which is properly call'd 
Schiſm) is, according to me, the Catholic Church 
of Chriſt ; which Catholic Church of Chriſt I 
defin'd ( thus; The Church of: Chriſt | the whole 


Society of men lee the Faith of Feſms Chriſt, 


being united to bim their common Head, and to one 
another, as members of each other. F l 
Now you (c) acknowledge with me, that there 
is à Catholic Church; and (4) that Schiſm is a di- 
viſion of Chriſtians, a breach of that Church Union 
or Communion in love and peace, which ought to 
be practis'd by them. But then you contend, that 
the feat of Schiſm is, not the Catholic Church, but 
2 Particular Church or Congregation only. | 
Scbiſm, properly ſpeaking (ſay (e) you) is alwaies 


in 4 Church, not from it; and ſo ſay I too. But 


then we underſtand theſe Words in quite different 
fenſes. For I mean thereby, that Schiſm, proper- 
ly ſpeaking, is alwaies in the Catholic Church, 
and not from the Catholic Church : for whoſo- 
Ever is divided, or cut off, from the Catholic 
Church, is no Chriſtian. But you mean thereby, 
that Schiſm, properly ſpeaking, is alwaies in a 
Particular Church; ſo that the Members of one 
Particular Church may be divided from the Mem- 
bers of another Particular Church, and be guilty of 
a breach of that Union or Communion in love and 


peace, which ought to be practis'd by the Mem- 


bers. of one Particular Church towards the Mem- 
bers of another particular Church : and yet thoſe 
Members who cauſe the breach, fhall not be Schiſ⸗ 
matics notwithſtanding. For you (f) ſay, That 
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Diſagreements betwees two different Churches (or 
rac Congregations) tho? contrary to Chriſtian 

e, yet they are not Schiſm, Yours therefore is 
the Independent Notion of Schiſm, which is a 
Mere Novelty, and has often been well confu- 
ted by the moſt eminent and learned Non-Con- 
formiſts: and mine is that Notion, which has e- 
ver been receiv'd in the Primitive times, and by 
all the Conforming and Presbyterian Writers, and 
that which, I hope to prove, is the Scriptural No- 
i. * 

The Queſtion then at preſent depending be- 
tween us is (not whether there may not be a Schiſm 
in a particular Church or Congregation; but) Whe. 
ther, when there is a breach of peace and love be- 
tween two or more diſtin& particular Churches or 
Congregations ; whether, I ſay, there be not then 
a Schiſm between thoſe different Churches or Con- 
gregations, in the true, proper and Scriptural ſenſe 
of the Word Schiſm. | 211 
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CHAP. I. 

That there were ſeveral Congregations of Chriſtians 
| at Corinth, when st. Paul wrote bis firſt Epi- 
ſtle to the Corinthians, 


TOW this Point you think may be decided, by 
1 conſidering what was the ſeat of Schiſm a- 
mongſt the Corinthians, For you (a) obſerve, 
That the. Nature of Schiſm, if I am like to find it 
any where, "tis in the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians; 
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(e) Pag. 57. 
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and again, As it was then, ſo it muſt he now, Let 
this be granted, Sir, and what will follow? Why, 
you tell us in the next Words, that the Schiſm 
was in the Church. And ſo ſay I too; but I mean 
the Catholic, and not a particular Church. Yea, 
but ſay you, The ſeat of this ſin was a Particular 
Church; and then you endeavor to confirm this 
Opinion. But all that you offer in confirmation 
of it, is either nothing to the purpoſe, or elſe tis 
deſign'd to prove, that there were no more Chri- 
ſtians at Corinth, when St. Paul wrote his firſt E- 
piſtle to them, than made one particular Church 
or Congregation. This ſeems to be your funda- 
mental Miſtake, Sir ; and I ſhall endeavor to make 
you ſenſible of it by ſhewing, Firſ#, at what time 
St. Paul writ this firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians ; 
and Secondly, what numbers of Chriſtians there 
were at that time in Corinth. | 
I. As for the time of St. Paul's writing this hi 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, it was better than 


four years after his firſt preaching the Goſpel in 
that City. For he ſtay'd at Corinth after his plan- 


tation of the Goſpel there, a year and a half. For 
tis expreſly ſaid, that he continued there (viz. at 
Corinth) a year and ſix months, teaching the word 
of God among#t them, Acts 18. 11. Then he ſail d 
into Syria, v. 18. and be came to Epheſus, v. 19. 
and he ſtay'd at Epbeſus three years. For he ſaies 


to the Elders of that City, Remember, that by the 


ſpace of three years I ceaſed not to warn every one 
night and day with tears, Acts 20.31. Now the 
year and half at Corinth, and the three years at E- 


| pheſus, together with the intermediate time ſpent 


in his travels from Corinth to Epheſus, Acts 18. 19, 
from Epheſus to Ceſarea, froni thence to the Church 
(at Feruſalem) from thence to Antioch, v. 22. — 

EN alter 
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after ſome time ſpent there, thro” Galatia and Phry- 
gia, v. 23. and at laſt to Epheſus again, Acts 19. 1. 
fa , the year and a half, the three years, and all 
the intermediate time for ſo many journies, 
make up conſiderably more, than the fpace of 
four years and a half. And conſequently, if St. 
Paul wrote his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians within 
half a year of his departure from Epheſus ; he muſt 
then write it at leaſt better than four years, after 
he had planted the Chriſtian Faith at Corinth. | 

Now that St. Paul did write his firſt Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians within half a year of his departure 
from Epheſus, I prove thus. 

Firſt, The Appoſtle was at Epheſus, and not at 
Philippi, when he wrote this Epiſtle. For firſt, 
he faies in this very Epiſtle, 14: tarry at Ephe- 
ſus until Pentecoſt; for a great door, and eſfectual 
ist opened, unto me, and there are many adverſaries, 
x Cor. 16; 8, 9. Now theſe words do plainly im- 
ply, that the Perſon who wrote them, was then 
at Epheſus, Secondly, he ſaies, The Churches of 
Aſia ſalute you, 1 Cor. 16. 19. Now this he could 
not ſay, if he were at Philippi, which is a City 
of Macedonia; whereas he might well ſend the Co- 
rinthians the Salutations of the Churches of A/ia, 
when he was at Epheſus, the chief City of Aſia. 
. Thirdly, he ſaies, Aquila and Priſcilla ſalute you, 
with the Church that 4s+ in their houſe, ibid. Now 
Aquila and Priſcilla liv'd at Epheſus, Acts 18. 
24, 26. 
Secondly, St. Paul did not write this Epiſtle be- 
fore he had reſolv'd to paſs thro' Macedonia; for 
he ſaies, I*will come unto you, when I ſhall paſs 
thro Macedonia: for I do paſs thr Macedonia, 
x Cor. 16. 5. And conſequently, he could not 
write it, till he had been at Epheſus at leaſt two 
years 
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years and a half. For he angie openly in the Sy- 
nagogue at Epheſus, for the ſpace of three mont 
after his arrival, Acts 19. 8. and afterwards he 
diſputed daily in the School of one Tyrannus, v. 9. 
and the Text tells us. That this (viz. his conti- 
nuing to diſpute daily in the School of Tyrannus) 
continued by the ſpace of two years, v. 10. And 
then there muſt be ſome competent time allow'd 
for that great increaſe of the Church, which is 
related from v. 13. to v. 20. Now the three 
months teaching in the Synagogue, and the two 
years diſputing in the School of Tyrannus, do make 
up two years and a quater. And ſince we can- 
not allow leſs than a quarter of a year for that in- 
creaſe of the Church, which is mention'd in the 
following Verſes; therefore we have at leaſt two 
years and a half, before he did ſo much as purpoſe 
to go into Macedonia, For the very firſt notice 
we have of ſuch a thought, is verſe 21. wherein 
. we are told, that after theſe things were ended (viz. 
"thoſe things which took up the two years and a 
half before ſpoken of; then) Paul purpos'd in the 
Spirit, when he had paſs'd thre Macedonia and Achaia, 
to go to Jeruſalem, cc. * 10 
But, tho' it were granted, that St. Paul had 
purpos'd to go into Macedonia, ſome time before 
the Hiſtory takes notice of that purpoſe; which 
notwithſtanding ſeems inconſiſtent with the Hi- 
ſtory: I ſay, ſuppoſe this were true, yet tis cer- 
tain, that he had actually ſent Timothy before him, 
when he wrote this Epiſtle. For he ſaies expreſly, 
For this cauſe bade I ſent unto you Timotheus, &c. 
1 Cor. 4. 17. Now Timothy did not leave him, 
till he had been at Epheſus full two years and a 
half; for he left him not, till after theſe things 
(which, as I ſhew'd before, took up two yws 
N an 
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and a half) were ended, Acts 19. 21, 22 
Wherefore it appears, that St. Paul did not 
write this Epiſtle to the Corinthians, till he had 
been at Epheſus two years and a half. Now the 
year and a half at Corinth, and the two years and 
a half at Epbeſus, do make up full four years. And 
the intermediate time for the many journies be- 
fore mention d, being added to the four years, 
makes the whole conſiderably. better than four 
years, after St. Paul's firſt plantation of the Go- 
ſpel at Corinth. I could fix the date of this E- 
piſtle ſomewhat later, but am unwilling to enter 
upon A' freſh Diſpute ; eſpecially ſince the date 
already prov'd, is abundantly ſufficient for my 
purpoſe. 50 of Fanart f D tv; 
II. As for the Number of. Corinthians then con- 
verted to the Chriſtian Faith, when St. Paul wrote 
this Epiſtle ; tho' I cannot pretend to compute it 
exactly, yet doubtleſs it was very great. Corinth 
was an extremely populous City; and when St. Paul 
firſt came thither, God ſaid to him in a viſion, I 
bave much. people in this city, Acts 18. 19. Now ſince 
the City was ſo very populous, and God had fo. 
many Souls there to be converted, and better than 
four years time had been beſtow'd by St. Paul and 
others in the preaching the Goſpel to them: cer- 
tainly there muſt have been many thouſands of 
Chriſtians then in Corinth; or elſe the number of 
Converts fell exceedingly ſhort of that much people 
which God ſpeaks of, and bare no proportion to 
that increaſe of the Church, which was uſual in 
other parts of the World. 
Bur, becauſe you ſhall not ſay, that I am un- 
reaſonable ; and that I -would enlarge the number 
of Chriſtian Converts merely to ſerve my Cauſe: 
therefore I will ſuppoſe, that they did not amount 
at | RA to 
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to above fifteen hundred; which number (conſi- 
dering the circumſtances) is extremely-ſmall ; and 
perhaps ſcarce one quarter of the real number. 
Welt then ; there being fifreen hundred Chri- 
ſtians at Corinth at the time of St. Paul's writin 
this Epiſtle, the next Queſtion is, whether theſe 
fifteen hundred perſons did make one, or more 
than one particular Church or Congregation. Now 
ou know, Sir, how very few Churches there are 
n this whole Kingdom, tho' Chriſtianity is the 
Religion of the Country, and ſetled by a Law 
amongſt us; you know, I ſay, how very few 
Churches there are in England capable of ſo great 
a number of People. And there are ſtill fewer, 
that can contain fifteen hundred ſo conveniently, 
as that all may join in God's public Service. And 
therefore tis ridiculous to imagin, that the Chri- 
ſtians at Corinth had, in ſo ſhort a time, and in the 
midſt of a heathen Country, ſo large an Edifice 
for public Worſhip, as would receive their whole 
number. And conſequently there muſt then be at 
Corinth diverſe diſtin Churches or Congregations 
of Chriſtians. = FH ü dn $f” 
Beſides, you know, that one main ground of 
the Corinthian Schiſm was, becauſe ſome preferr'd 
one Teacher, and ſome another, one being of Paul, 
another of Apollos, &c. And ſince they had di- 
ſtin& Teachers, follow'd by diſtinct Sects of Men 
that adhered to them; they muſt without all doubt 
make ſeveral diſtinct Churches or Congregations. 
But I need not ſpend much time in proving that, 
which no conſidering Perſon can deny. Every one 
that is in any meaſure vers'd in the account of theſe 
ancient times, will readily confeſs, that the firſt 
Chriſtian Congregations were not near ſo nume- 


rous as ours are now. They then met in the large 


rooms 
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rooms of private Houſes, and for that reaſon in no 
great numbers. And accordingly the fifteen hun- 
dred Chriſtians at Corinth muſt have been parcel'd 
out into diverſe diſtin& Congregations or parti- 
cular Churches ; each of which Churches had di- 


ſtinct Paſtors to inſtru them, and to perform the 
public Offices of Religion amongſt them. 
. 6s A + Fy-- 
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Ob jections anſwer'd. 
B let us now conſider, what you have ſaid 
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D to prove the contrary. Firſt you (a) tell us, 
That i, ſaid in the Text laſt mention d (viz. 1 Cor. 
II. 18.) when ye come together in the Church ; 
that is, when the aſſembly met together upon any re- 
ligious account, And then you (6b) add, Chriſtians 
met to worſhip God are the Church of God; that 
is, they are a- particular Church or Congregation. 
But, Sir, the ang you ought to have prov'd is 
this, viz. That all the Chriſtians at Corinth made 
but one Congregation ; and conſequently that the 
Seat of their Schiſm was a particular Church or 
ſingle Congregation ; Whereas their coming toge- 
ther in the Church, will not prove any ſuch thing. 
For there might be (and I have BE there were) 
ſeveral diſtinct Congregations at Corinth, notwith- 
wars what you quote from St. Paul. For his 
words do by no means imply, that a the Chri- 
ſtians at Corinth did meet in one and the ſame 
place; but only that they did all meet or come, to- 


3 * — 
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(a Page. 57. (b) Page. 58. 
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gether with others, in that Congregation to which 
each of them did reſpectively repair. 
1 ſhall make this more plain by à familiar In- 
ſtance. Suppoſe the Biſhop: of London ſhould write 
a Paſtoral Letter to all the People of his Dioceſs, 
and therein give them Rules concerning their Be- 
havior in the Church.” In this caſe he might with - 
out any the ſmalleſt impropriety of Speech, deli- 
ver ſuch a Rule as this which follows, viz. When 
Je come together in the | Church, let your carriage be 
modeſt and grave, But would any Man conclude 
from thence, that the Biſhop ef. London's Dioceſs 
had but one ſingle Congregation in it? Yes, ſay 
you ; for the Biſhop himſelf ſaies in his Paſtoral 
Letter, When ye come together in the Church, &c. 
But I reply, that the Biſhop means (not one par- 
ticular Congregation, where all the Chriſtians of 
his Dioceſs met for Worſhip; but) the di- 
ſtinct reſpective Congregations to which each Man 
reſorts. So that all the Chriſtians in the Dioceſs 
are ſuppos'd to meet others in an Aſſembly; and 
conſequently to come together with others in the 
Church: but they are not all ſuppos'd to meet with 
all the other Chriſtians of the Dioceſs in the very 
ſame Aſſembly; and conſequently all are not ſup- 
pos d to come together in the ſame Church, And 
accordingly, all the Chriſtians in Corinth are ſup- 
pos'd by St. Paul to meet ſome of their Chriſtian 
Neighbors in an Aſſembly; and conſequently to 
come together with others in the Chureb: but the 
are not all ſuppos'd to meet with all the, other Chri- 
ſtians in Corinth in the Very fame Aſſembly; and 
7 all are not Fond to come together 
in the ſame Church or particular Congregation. 
But there is another Phraſe in the ſame Chap- 
ter you quote, which (tho' you take no notice of 


it) 


Chap. IV. Diſcourſe of Schiſm, &c. 13 
it) is obſerv'd by the Writers of your Perſuaſion : 
and becauſe it has more ſeeming weight than any 
thing you have produc, therefore I ſhall briefly + 
conſider it. Tis in 1 Cor. 1. 20, When ye ch 
together therefore into one place. From whence it fol- 
lows in the judgment of ſome Perſons, that all the 
Chriſtians at Corinth did meet together in one and 
the ſame place; and conſequently made but one 
particular Church or Congregation. But on w an, 
which we here tranſlate into one place, do's by no 
means prove, that all the Perſons ſpoken: to did 
meet together in the ſame place. That Phraſe ſigni- 
fies no more than together; and thoſe that do come 
together with others (tho' not in the ſame, but) in 
different places, do come m n wn, becauſe they 
come together with others. Ms 

This is plain from the uſe of the word in other 
places of Scripture ; where *tis impoſſible to ſup- 
poſe that the People ſpoken of were al gather'd 
together in one and the ſame place. Thus Acts 2. 
44. the Believers were em m ahn, that is, together, 
as we tranſlate it. But not in one and the ſame place 
ſurely. For there were three thouſand added to 
the Church by one Sermon. How then were they 
together * Why, they were together by ſeveral di- 
ftin& Companies, in ſeveral diſtin& Places; even 
in thoſe places, where (as it follows in the next 
words) they bad all things common. They liv'd, 
not every Family ſeparate, in their own Houle, 
and upon their own Eſtate ; but they ſold their 
poſſeſſions and goods, and parted them to all men, as 
every man had need, v. 45. and every Houſe and 
Eſtate was poſſeſs d by every one that livd in and 
upon it, in common with the ancient owners of 
it. Again, Ads 4. 26. The Kings of the Earth 
Fand up, and, the Rulers were gathered (n 2 a 


B 3 together. 
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14 i Defence of tile Chap. IV. 
together. Theſe words are apply'd in the next 
Verſe to the gathering together of Herod, and 
Pontius Pilate, and the Gentiles, and Jews, in a 
conſpiracy againſt Chriſt. But will any Man ſay, 
that Herod, and Pontius Pilate, and the Gentiles, 
and Fews, did ever come all together into one and 
the ſame place, to conſpire againſt Feſus Chriſt ? 


No ſurely ; and yet they were gathered em m aunt 


againſt him; that is, they did aſſociate themſelves 
with others, ſome at one time and place, and ſome 
at another, to conſpire againſt Chriſt. And thus 
in this place, the Corinthians did come together 
em d a7, that is, they did meet one another. But 
where? Not all in one and the ſame place; for 
I have.ſhewn from their Number, that it was im- 
poflible ; and from other places of Scripture, that 
the Phraſe do's. not imply it: but they met or came 
together into one place indeed with thoſe. others 
whom they met there; but not all into one and the 
ſame place. G h Al | 
The truth is, & , wn is a mere Pleonaſm ; 
and Curia om a imports no more than bare 
Curigzads. For wholoever do's Curie or come to- 
gether, with others, muſt come together into one 
place with thoſe he meets: but it is ridiculous, 
and I have ſhewn that the Holy Scriptures will not 
ſuffer us to ſay, that al who do Cui, or come 
together, muſt of neceſſity be ſuppos'd All to come 
together into one and the ſame place. | 
Nor were the Tranſlators of our Bible inſen- 
ſible of this Plonaſm.. For tho' they do ſome- 
times add the words into one place, as the tranſla- 
tion of ex , yet at other times, when the 
ſame Phraſe is found in the Original, they take 
no notice of it, but account it a mere Pleonaſm, 
Thus for Inſtance, Acts 2. 44, they do, not bf 
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All that beliewd were together in one place, but on- 
ly, All that believ d were together. And Acts 4. 26. 
they do not ſay, The Rulers were gather d together into 
one place, but only, The Rulers were gather d toget ber. 
And yet the Phraſe «a? in, which in this Text of 
the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians they tranſlate into 
one place, is in both thoſe Texts of the Acts of rhe 
Apoſtles. 


— — | AM — ET Md — — BY _ - — —— 
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That, altho' there had been but one Congregation of 
Chriſtians at Corinth, when St. Paul wrote his 
firſt Epiſtle ta the Corinthians; get there may 
be a true and proper Schiſm, in the Scriptural 

| ſenſe of that Ward, between Diſtiuct particular 
Charches. HY" 


*. 


Dn then there were ſeveral diſtin Congrega- 
tions of Chriſtians at Corinth, when St. Paul 
wrote his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians ; the on- 
ly Foundation of your Opinion, that the Seat of 
Schiſm is a particular Church, is quite overthrown. 
But now I muſt farther add, that altho* there had 
been but one Congregation of Chriſtians at Co- 
rinth at that time; yet it will not follow from 
thence, that the Seat of Schiſm is a particular 
Church, or (which is all one) that a Dinges 
ment between diſtinct particular Churches, is not 
truly and properly a Schiſm in the Scriptural ſenſe 
of that Word. 

For doubtleſs there may be many different kinds 
of the ſame ſin, according to the Scriptural No- 

B 4 tion 


16 A Defence of the _ Chap. v. 
tion of that ſin ; altho* the Scriptures do not re- 
cord any particular inſtance of each kind. Thus 
there may be, and now are, ſome kinds of Ido- 
latry in the World, which are of ſuch a kind, as 
the Scriptures do not give us any adequate in- 
ſtance o And yet all theſe kinds of Idolatry are 
1dolatry in the Scripture ſenſe ; becauſe the gene- 
ral Notion of Idolatry, as deliver'd in the Scrip- 
tures, agrees to them all. Aud accordingly, there 
may be ſeveral kinds of Schiſm in the World, of 
which we have not exactly parallel inſtances re- 
corded in the Scriptures. And yet all theſe ſeve- 
ral kinds of Schiſm, are Schiſm in the. Scripturg 
ſenſe; becauſe the general Notion of Schiſm, as de- 
liver'd in the Scriptures, agrees to them. 

And conſequently, tho” the only inſtance of 
Schiſm recorded in Scripture, were a Schiſm be- 
tween the Members of a particular Church or Con- 
gregation only; yet there may be a Schiſm, in 
the Scripture ſenſe, between different particular 
K or Congregations. Becauſe the general 
Notion of Schiſm as deliyer'd in the Scriptures, 
is its being a Diviſion of Chriſtians, a breach of 
that Church-Union or Communion in love and 
peace, which ought to be practis d by them. And 
therefore, when there is ſuch a Diviſion of Chri- 
ſtians, ſuch a breach of that Church-Union or 
Communion in loye and peace, which evught to 
be practis'd by them; then there is a Schiſm, in 
the Scripture ſenſe of that Word. And ſince 
you (a) acknowledge, that there may be ſuch a 
diviſion or breach between different Congrega- 
tions; therefore there may be a Schiſm, in the Scri- 
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pture ſenſe, between different particular Churches 


Nay you your ſelf do confeſs, that there may 
be a Separation of one particular Church from an- 
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On. which ſide the Schiſm between the Eſtabliſhed 
 Charch and the Diſſentert, is to be charged, © 


Ba whether you will grant all that hath been 


. hitherto ſaid or no, the matter is not great, 
dor fince we, agree in our Notion of Schiſm, when 
the breach of peace and love is in a particular 
Church: I ſhall not quarrel with you about the 
Word Separation, us'd inſtead of Schiſm, when 
the breach is between different Churches. We 
are ſo far agreed, that what both you and T call 
Schiſm, wiz. x breach of peace and love in a' par- 


ticular Church, is a damnable fin. - Nay, you (a) 


tell me, that no body denies it. We are alſo agreed 
that (H) a breach of love and union between dif. 
ferent Churches (which you call Separation, but I 
call it Schiſm) is a damnable Sin; and that rhe 
guilt of. it muſt be charg'd on thoſe that cauſe it. 
Now you (c) tell me, that you own a Separa- 
tion from the Church of England. Tis true, you 
argue in another (2) place, that there is no Sepa- 
ration between one half of the Diſſenters and the 
Eſtabliſhed Church. But no matter for that. Half 
a ſelf.contradiction ſhall break no ſquares between 
Mr. Shepherd and me. Eſpecially ſince thoſe words 
were writren laſt (and conſequently do contain 
your beſt and ripeſt Thoughts) wherein you gene- 
rouſly grant, that there is a Separation between the 
Eſtabliſhed Church and the Diſſenters, without 
cutting off half of the number. 


* 


. 77. G Ses pag. 64. (e) Page Ar. (@) Pag. 6g. . 
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Since then there is 2 Separation, and ſince Se- 
paration is a damnable ſin; tis plain, that there 
is the guilt of a damnable Sin (whether the Sin be 
Scbiſm or Separation) to be charg d on one ſide or 
other. The Queſtion therefore is, Whether the 
guilt of this Sebiſm (or Separation, if you pleaſe) 
= to be charg'd on us of the Eſtabliſhed Church. 
or on your diſſenting Brethren. ',, rnit 

This, I ſay, is che Queſtion; and we are happily 
agreed upon a Method for the Determination of it. 
For I (e) have ſaid, That the whole Controverſy 
turns upon the Determination of this angle e 
Whether the Eſtabliſhed Church do's impoſe any 
one unlawful Term of enen or no. 
If the | Eſtabliſhed Church do's impoſe any one un- 
awful Term of Lay-Communion with ber; doubt. 
leſs ſhe is Schiſmatical; and the Separation of the 
Diſſenters is not only, Lawful, , but. : Neceſſary, But 
if the Eſfabliſhed Church do's not impoſe any one un- 
lawful Term of Lay, Communion with ber; then 
tis - utterly | impoſſible for the Diſſenters to . juſtify their 
Separation from her, "Theſe are my words; and 
you (f) declare, that in theſe Words 1 bave ex- 
preſ'd my ſelf very clear and full; and that yas 
deſire the Reader to keep theſe paſſages in bis Mind 3 
for that you are as willing as my ſelf, to take the 
ſhorteſt way, and bring this matter to a ſpeedy iſſue. 
Wherefore tis agreed betwixt us, that if our Terms 
of Lay. Communion are unlawful ; then we are 
the Schiſmatics; but if our Terms of Lay-Com. 
munion are lawful, then the Diſſenters are the Schiſ- 
matics. The only thing therefore to be now con- 
ſider'd is, Whether our Terms of Lay-Communion be lau- 

ful, or no. | 


* — — | 
(e) Diſe. of Schiſm, Pref. p. 1, 2. (J) Epifi. p. 9, zo. 
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And this} one would have thought, had been 
fairly determiti'd before, in b of Schiſm, 


Chap. 16, & e.: For therein I prow 


2 A Defence of bee Chap. VI. 


out of the 


very lateſt Diſſenting Writers, that the Terms of 
Lay-Communion with the Eſtabliſned Church, 
are eſteem'd lawful by the Generality of the Dif. 


ſenters, both Miniſters, Writers, and People. Nor 


have you been pleas'd to return one ſyllable of 


Anſwer to any one of all thoſe Arguments or 


Authorities, Which 1 there alledg'd out of the 


Diſſenters Books. And therefore you do plainly 


the Eſtabliſhed Church of England. And if this 


their opinion be true, then yours is undoubtedly 


falſe ; and the Diſſenters ars moſt certainly Schiſ- 


grant, that I have fairly repreſented their Words 
and Senſe; and that they were and are of opinion, 
that tis lawful to join in Lay-Communion with 


* 


matics, upon your own Principles, and by your 


own Confteflion, + 


, 


But, it ſeems; you are reſoly'd to differ in opi- 
nion from that cloud of Witneſſes ; and to con- 
demn the concurrent Judgment of the generality 
of your Diſſenting Brethren throughout the whole 


Nation. You: are convinc'd, that Non-Confor- 
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Church, anſwer d. ino 4 


I. Vo (a) ſay, that Symbolical Ceremonies" are 
| | Sacraments ;. for they (of the Eſtabliſned 
— yo their 3 to be the out ward 
viſible Signs of an inward ſpiritual Grace! '; This appears 
from the Natare, which > ar Church of — — 
them ; that is, an aptneſs to ſtir up the. dull Minds of 
Men: and from the End for which they uſe them; that 
is, to make them more acceptable to God; witneſs theſe 
Words, That thoſe things might pleaſe him 
which we do at this time. In this ſmall compaſs 
there is ſuch a heap of Weakneſs and Falſhood, as 
would waſt too much of my time in à thorow 
Examination of it. But I ſhall briefly take notice 
of what is moſt conſiderable in it. . | br] 
You talk, Sir, of Symbolical Ceremonies, which 
with us are Sacraments. I ſuppoſe, you mean Sa- 
craments of our own -making. For ſurely you 
will not blame us-for retaining thoſe, which Chriſt 
himſelf has made. But then, why do you ſpeak 
in the plural number? Every body knows, that we 
were never charg'd with more than one Sacrament 
of our own making, viz. that of the Croſs. in 
Bapriſm : whereas a Man would imagin, that you 
have a long Catalogue of ſuch Sacraments to charge 


(a) Pag. 66. 
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granted, that you mean in the ſingular, tho' you 
peak in the plufal Number; and that you intended 
in this Paragraph co lay no other Sacrament to our 
e beſides that of the Croſs in Baptiſm only, 
This then being premis'd, let us now debate, whe- 
ther the Church of England has made the Croſs in 
Baptiſm a Sacrament, or no. „ een 
ou ſay, we make it a Sacrament, becauſe we 
Wake it an outward viſible Sign of an inward ſpiri- 
tual Grace. Now ſuppoſe we did make the Croſs 
in Baptiſm an outward viſible Sign of an inward 
and ſpiritual Grace; yer you know, that the con- 
ſequence you draw from thence, is falſe. For 1 
appeal to your own conſcience, Sir; do you your 
ſelf believe, or did the Church of England: ever 
declare, or did any Man in his wits ever ſay, that 
theſe words, An outward viſible Sign of an inward 
ſpiritual Grace, are the Definition of a Sacrament ? 
All are agreed in this, that nothing but what is 
inſtituted by Chriſt himſelf can be a Sacrament. 
Particularly this is the Doctrine of the ( Aſſem- 
blies Confeſſion, and of their (c) larger and (d) ſhor- 
ter Catechiſms. And the Church of England has 
fully declard in her Catechiſm, that a Sacrament 
is, not only an outward wiſible Sign of an inward 
ſpiritual Grace given unto us; but ſuch an outward 
viſible Sign thereof, as was ordain'd by Chriſt bim- 
ſelf, Kc. Now you cannot but know, that we 
never pretended that the Croſs in Baptiſm was in- 
ſtituted or ordain'd by Chriſt ; nor were we ever 
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(8) Sacraments are Holy Signs and Seals of the Covenant of 
Grace, immediately inſtiruted by God, &c. Chap. 27. p. 129. 
Lond. 1688. (c) A Sacrament is an Holy Ordinance inſtituted 
by Chriſt in his Church, &c. pag. 316. ibid. (4) A Sacrament | 
is an Holy Ordinance inſtituted by Chriſt, &c. pag. 376. ibid. 
n charg d 
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charg d with ſuch an opinion. But you have dif- 
ingenuouſly left out thoſe, which both your ſelves 
and we do account the principal and moſt mate- 
rial Words, merely that you might faſten ſuch; a 
flander upon our Church, as you know to be un- 
juſt and groundlels. . '/ non 1 rats 
Had you your ſelf believ'd, that that definis 
tion of a Sacrament, which you pretend agrees 
to the Croſs in Baptiſm, was full and complete; 
or had you ſhewn, or even thought, that our own 


definition of a Sacrament, when fairly repreſented, 


would in any wiſe agree to the Croſs in Baptiſm; 
you might then have been excuſable for charging 
our Church with making the Croſs in Baptiſm 2 
Sacrament. But Charity it ſelf can plead nothing 
in favor of that Man, who openly and in print, 
charges ſo great a body of Men, and thoſe his 
Governors too, with what he himſelf believes and 
knows to be falſe; and induſtrioufly conceals thoſe 
things which would effectually diſcover the falſhood 
of the Charge. * * 5 
I Q could mention ſeveral other things, which 
you know to be eſſential parts of the Definition 
of a Sacrament; and which you alſo know, can- 
not poſſibly belong to the Croſs: in Baptiſm: But 
what has been already ſaid is ſufficient to acquaint 
the World with what integrity you write. For 
tho' every other eſſential part of the Definition 
of a Sacrament might ſute the Croſs in Baptiſm; 


yet ſince it never was pretended, and cannot be 


ſaid, that Chriſt inſtituted the Croſs; *cis plain, 
that it neicher is, nor can be a Sacrament, both 
upon ours, and upon your own Principles. | 
But you ſay, we uſe the Croſs in Baptiſm to 
wake our ſelves more acceptable to God. Now whe- 
ther theſe Words are deſign'd by you to prove, 
that 
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that an outward viſible Sign of an inward ſpiritual 
Grace is a Sacrament ; or that the Croſs in Baptiſm 
is an outward viſible ſign, I ſhall not determin. 
But whatever you deſign'd to prove by em, I am 
ſure they contain a notorious Untruth. For the 
thirtieth Canon ſaies expreſly, That the Sign of 
the Croſs doth neither add any thing to the perfection 
of - Baptiſm, nor being omitted doth detract | any. thing; 
from the effect und ſubſtance thereof, And how 
then can it be pretended, that we uſe it to make 

our ſelves more acceptable to God? Since by makin 
us more acceptable to God, it muſt at leaſt add 
ſomething to that ordinary perfection of Baptiſm, 
whereby we are made acceptable to God, by en- 
Ring into a ſtate of Covenant friendſhip with 
Im. 3 4 ＋ Ant. » by fit 
But ſay you, Thoſe of the Eſtabliſhed Church 
do certainly uſe the Croſs in Baptiſm to make them- 
ſelves more acceptable to God, becauſe in the Li- 
turgy we find theſe: words, That thoſe things -might 
pleaſe him, which we do at this time. I. ſhall not 
rake notice of your miſtaking the Words, becauſe 
the miſtake is not of moment. But I pray; Sir; 
do theſe Words relate to the uſe of the Croſs? Or 
are they found in any part of the Office of Ba- 
ptiſm? No; they are only a part of the Form 
of Abſolution in the Morning and Evening Ser- 
vice: and the Context runs thus, Wherefore let ms 
beſeech him to grant us true repentance and hys | holy 
Spirit, that thoſe things may pleaſe. him which we do 
at this preſent, and that the reſt of our Life bereaf- 
ter may be pure and holy, &c. The Miniſter ex- 
horts the People to deſire (amongſt other things) 
that the Prayers they then offer, may be acceptable 
to God: and from thence you wiſely conclude, 
that we uſe the Croſs in Baptiſm to make us more 
acce- 
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| ne to God. Is this your Logic? Is this your 
Tale 


Talent of Reaſoning ? *Tis as if a Man ſhould ar- 
gue thus, —— Abraham begat Iſaak, and therefore 
Mr. Shepherd is no Schiſmatic. 
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CHAP. VII. 
His Second Ob jection anſwer d. 


— 


II. VO U (a) fay, The People as well as Miniſters 


are to ſerve God in the beſt manner they can. 
As we ſhould not preach, ſo neither ſhould the People 
bear corrupt Doctrine. For corrupt Doctrine will ſoon 
breed a falſe worſhip. Now tis granted, Sir, that 


the People as well as Miniſters are oblig'd to ſerve 


God in the beſt manner they can: and that as the 
Miniſters ſhould not preach, ſo neither ſhould the 


People hear corrupt Doctrine. But that a falſe 


Doctrine will ſoon breed a falſe Worſhip, is a Pro- 
poſition, which I cannot think to be alwaies and 
univerſally true. 


Sometimes indeed a Doctrine is ſuch, as has a 


great and immediate influence upon the Churches 
orſhip. Thus the Doctrine of the Trinity, im- 
mediately leads us to the worſhip of the Trinity: 
and the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, immedi- 
ately leads us to an Idolatrous worſhip of the Hoff, 
But there are Doctrines, which have no influence 
at all upon the Churches worſhip. Thus the Do- 
ctrine of the Pre-exiſtence of Souls may be either 
received or rejected, without any prejudice to the 
worſhip of God. If therefore the falſe Doctrine 
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that an outward viſible Sign of an in ward ſpiritual 
Grace is a Sacrament ; or that the Croſs in Baptiſm 
is an outward viſible. fign, I ſhall not determin. 
But whatever you deſign'd to prove by em, I am 
ſure they contain a notorious Untruth. For the 
thirtieth Canon ſaies expreſly, That the Sign of 
the Croſs doth neitber add any thing to the perfection 
of © Baptiſm, nor being united doth detract any thing 
from the effect und ſubſtance thereof, And how 
then can it be pretended, that we uſe it to make 
aur ſelves more: acceptable to God? Since by makin 

us more acceptable to God, it muſt at leaſt add 
ſomething to that ordinary perfection of Baptiſm, 
whereby we are made acceptable to God, by en- 
hing into à ſtate of Covenant- friendſhip with 
But ſay you, Thoſe of the Eſtabliſhed Church 
do certainly uſe the Croſs in Baptiſm to make them- 
ſelves more acceptable to God, becauſe in the Li- 
turgy we find theſe words, That thoſe things -might 
pleaſe him, which we do at this time. IL. ſhall not 
take notice of your miſtaking the Words, becauſe 
the miſtake is not of moment. But I pray; Sir; 
do theſe Words relate to the uſe of the Croſs? Or 
are they found in any part of the Office of Ba- 
ptiſm? No; they are only a part of the Form 
of Abſolution in the Morning and Evening Ser- 
vice: and the Context runs thus, Wherefore let us 
beſeech him to grant us true repentance and hs | holy 
Spirit, that thoſe things may pleaſe. him which we do 
at this preſent, and that the reſt of our Life hereaf- 
ter may be pure and holy, &c. The Miniſter ex- 
horts the People to deſire (amongſt other things) 
that the Prayers they then offer, may be acceptable 
to God: and from thence you wiſely conclude, 
that we uſe the Croſs in Baptiſm to make us more 
acce- 
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His Second Objection anſwer d. 

II. VO U (a) ſay, The People as well as Miniſters 
are to ſerve God in the beſt manner they can. 
As we ſhould not preach, ſo neither ſhould the People 
hear corrupt Doctrine. For corrupt Doctrine will ſoon 
breed a falſe worſhip. Now tis granted, Sir, that 
the People as well as Miniſters are oblig'd to ſerve 
God in the beſt manner they can: and that as the 
Miniſters ſhould not preach, ſo neither ſhould the 
People hear corrupt Doctrine. But that a falſe 
Doctrine will ſoon breed a falſe Worſhip, is a Pro- 
poſition, which I cannot think to be alwaies and 

univerſally true. 5 
Sometimes indeed a Doctrine is ſuch, as has 2 
great and immediate influence upon the Churches 
orſhip. Thus the Doctrine of the Trinity, im- 
mediately leads us to the worſhip of the Trinity: 
and the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, immedi- 
ately leads us to an Idolatrous worſhip of the Hof, 
But there are Doctrines, which have no influence 
at all upon the Churches worſhip. Thus the Do- 
ctrine of the Pre-exiſtence of Souls may be either 


received or rejected, without any prejudice to the 
worſhip of God. If therefore the falſe Doctrine 
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be ſuch, as has an influence upon the Churches 
worſhip ; then a falſe Doctrine will ſoon breed a 
falſe Worſhip : but if the falſe Doctrine be ſuch, 
as has no influence upon the Churches worſhip ; 
then whether it be m_ or deny'd, the Churches 
— will not be affected by it. But you pro- 
ceed, | | | PEP 
Dr. Sherlock ſaies, When a Church corrupts Re- 
ligion, a Separation from her is then and thereby juſti- 
4 You do not quote the place; and therefore 
1 cannot examin the Quotation. But I ſuppoſe, 
the Dr. is ſpeaking of the Corruptions of the 
Church of Rome, many of which are ſuch as do im- 
mediately affe& that Churches worſhip, and make 
it unlawful for a Man to join in it. And if this be 
the Caſe ; if a Church do's thus corrupt Religion; 
then without all doubt a Separation from her is 
then and thereby juſtify d. . | 
Now this, you ſay, s the preſent Caſe. Some Men 
left firſt the Articles of the Church ; then others 
left the Communion of | thoſe Men.; becauſe they. had 
left their old Doctrine. That is, the Church of: Eng- 
land: having corrupted Religion, and brought in 
a falſe Worſhip, by falling from the Doctrine con- 
taind in her Articles; the Separation of the Diſ- 
ſenters from the Church of England is thereby ju- 
ſtify d. Now to. this Argument I return ſeveral 
Anſwers. _ 5 r ee 
Firſt, Tho' it were true, that we have now left 
the Doctrine of our Articles in ſome particular 
points; yet 'tis impoſſible for any Man to prove, 
that we have left the Doctrine of our Articles 
in any one point that do's in the leaſt affect the 
Churches worſhip. And therefore there is no falſe 
worſhip bred, nor is our Religion corrupted, by 
this ſuppoſed Departure from our Articles. 4 uy 
Conle- 


Chap. VIII. Diſcourſe of Sthiſin, &c. 27 
conſequently, the Separation of the Diſſenters is 
not, and cannot be thereby juſtify'd. 
Secondly, This pretended Departure from the 
Doctrine of our Articles, is a notorious and ground- 
leſs flander. For what Article, Sir, have we de- 
Darted from? Do not all the Clergy of the Eſta- 
liſhed Church ſubſcribe the Articles now, as 
much as ever they did heretofore ? And what 
ſurer teſt can there poſſibly be of Mens Ortho- 
doxy, than their ſolemn ſubſcription to Orthodox 
Articles of Religion ? 
But you (6b) ſay, That thoſe ſubſcribe to the Ar- 
ticles of Religion, that believe them not. This is a 
moſt heavy Charge, Sir, and you ought to be well 
aſſur'd of the truth and juſtice of it, before you 
lay it on ſo great and venerable a Body of Men, 
or even upon any ſingle Perſon. Now you cannot 
judge of Mens Opinions, but by their Subſcri- 
ptions, Books, or Diſcourſes. The Subſcriptions 
are ſo Orthodox, that your Charge is founded 
upon the ſuppos'd Departure of the Clergy from 
them. Bur you ſay, They do not believe them. 
What? do you pretend to be a ſearcher of Hearts, 
and to dive into Mens ſecret Thoughts? Or do 
_ preach and write againſt, or in their ordinary 
Diſcourſe and Converſation declare, that they do 


not believe thoſe Doctrines which they once ſub- 
fcrib'd ? I beſeech you, Sir, to prove this againſt 


as many of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy as you can. 

But ſuppoſe a fingle Perſon or two had departed 
from, or miſinterpreted any of our Articles; do's 
that prove, that the Generality of our Clergy have 


done the ſame ? I ſhall ſoon make it appear, that 
Mr. Shepherd himſelf has both from the Pulpit and 


(6b) Pag. 44. 
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23 A A Defence of the* Chap. VIII. 
the Preſs contradicted that Subſcription, which he 
made (not only when a Conforming Clergyman, 
but) when a Diſſenting Preacher: but will it follow 
from thence, that the Diſſenting Preachers in general 
are. Apoſtates from their Principles, and that they 
ſubſcribe thoſe Articles, which they do not believe? 

Believe me, Sir, to charge a Body of Men with 
ſuch baſe Practices without juſt grounds, is. a moſt 
heinous Crime; and I challenge you to produce 
any tolerable, or even ſeeming grounds; if you can. 
But the miſchief on't is, ſome People are reſolv'd 
to interpret the Articles of the Church according 
to their own fancies ; and make them contain ſuch 
Doctrines, as thoſe that penned them never thought 
of. And then, it a Man chance to diſſent from 
them, and refuſe to take their Miſinterpretations 
for great and neceſſary Doctrines of the Church, 
he is immediately proclaim'd an Apoſtate from the 
Churches Articles, and one that ſubſcribes what 
he did not, and do's not believe. < 


9 


"Tis true, you (e) pretend to inſtance in parti- 
culars, ſaying, The power of Nature it ſet up, the 
freeneſs and power of God's Grace is decry'd and thrown 
down, the imputation of Adam's ſin' is derided, the 
3mputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is denied; that 
is, your opinion in theſe points is not follow'd 
and maintain'd. But, I pray, remember that our 
Clergy are requird to ſubſcribe, not Mr. Shep- 
herd's Opinions, but the Churches Articles. Shew 
me therefore, that our Clergy are departed from 
what is the Churches Doctrine concerning any 
of theſe points; or elſe confeſs that your Charge 
a moſt wicked Calumny, and beg God's pardon 
or it. | 


- Thirdly, Tho' ſome Clergymens leaving the Ar- 
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Chap. VIII. Diſcourſe of Schiſm, e. 29 
ticles of the Church, would really juſtify the Se- 
paration of thoſe Diſſenters who believe it unlaw- 
ful to hold Communion with ſuch Perſons: yet 
it will not juſtify the Separation of thoſe Diſſen- 
ters, who leave the Communion of ſuch Clergy- +» 
men as adhere to the Articles; nor will it juſtify 
the Separation of thoſe Diſſenters, who do not be- 
heve that it is unlawful to hold Communion with 
thoſe Clergymen who leave the Articles of the 
Church. And conſequently this Reaſon of yours, 
if allow'd to be good, will juſtify the Separation 
of very few Difſenters. Becauſe there are at the 
moſt but very few Clergymen in England, that 
can be pretended to have left the Articles of the 
Church ; and I dare affirm, that there is ſcarce a 
ſenſible Diſſenter in England, that would give this 
ſilly Reafon for his leaving the practice of Lay- 
Communion with the Eftabliſhed Church. 
Fowrthly, Thoſe Perſons you ſpeak of, who left 
the Communion of thoſe Clergymen, who firſt left 
the Articles of the Church, either could with a 
fafe Confcience have continu'd to Conform,if thoſe 
Clergymen had adhered to the Churches Articles ; 
or they could not. If they could with a ſafe Con- 
fcience have continu'd to Conform, iſ thoſe Clergy- 
men had adhered to the Churches Articles; then, 
had thoſe Clergymen adhered to the Articles of the 
Church, it had been lawful to hold Lay-Communion 
with the Church. And canſequenely your firſt Ob- 
jection of the Croſs in Baptiſm, and ſome other Ob- 
jections which follow after, do not prove, as you 
pretend,that Lay-Communion with the Eſtabliſhed 
Church is unlawful, But if thoſe Perſons you ſpeak 
of, could not have continued with a ſafe Conſci- 
ence to Conform,tho'sthoſe Clergymen had adhered 
to the Churches Articles ; on thoſe Clergymens 
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not adhering to the Churches Articles was not the 
thing, which made it neceſlary for thoſe Perſons to. 


ſeparate from us. And what then ſhall we ſay in 


excuſe for Mr. Shepherd, who tells us roundly, that 
this i the preſent Caſe, and that thoſe Men, who are 


now ſuppos d to have been in Communion with us 


before the pretended Apoſtaſy of ſome Clergymen ; 
that thoſe Men, I ſay, left us for this very reaſon, 
Viz. becauſe ſome Clergymen had left their old Doctrine? 


ut, mn | 

Fifthly and laſtly, Tho" it were granted that all our 
Clergy had in ſome few points, which are not Fun- 
damental Articles of Faith, and have no influence 
upon the Churches be left the Articles of our 
Church ; yet it will not follow from thence, that 


Lay-Communion with our Church is unlawful. 


Unleſs you prove that, which no Man of Senſe and 
Learning did ever believe, viz. that tis unlawful 
for a Layman to join in Communion with that 
Clergyman, who is not right in his opinion of 
ſome few points, which have no manner of influ- 
ence upon the Worſhip of the Church, and are no 
Fundamental Articles of Faith. 


CHAP. IX. 
His Third Objeition anſwer d. 


my third Objection (or rather Bundle 
of. Objections) (a) begins thus. The Peo- 
ple are to ſubmit to Chriſt's Laws, and to be go- 
verned by them ; blut the Rule of the Goverment of 
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Chap. IX. Diſcourſe of Schiſm, &c. 
the Church of England, is not the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
but the Roman, Civil, and Canon Law, I ſhall, not 
take notice of the comma between Roman and Civil 
which ſeems to diſtinguiſh the Roman from the Civil 
Law; for perhaps tis a miſtake of the Preſs. As 
to the Argument ir ſelf therefore, 'tis ſo extremel 
ridiculous, that I could hardly have thought it poſ- 
ſible for any Man in his Wits to make uſe of it, 
But ſince tis yours, Sir, it ſhall be anſwer'd. 


Let me ask you then a plain Queſtion. Are 


not the Diſſenters oblig'd to obey Chriſt's Laws? 


Doubtleſs they are. And yet are they not go. 


vern'd by the Statute-Laws of the Realm? Yes 
ſurely. And why then may not we of the Church 
of England obey Chriſt's Laws, and the Roman 
Civil, and Canon- Law too, as well as the Diſſen- 
ters can obey Chriſt's Laws, and the Statute-Laws 
of the Realm too? Or why is the Roman Civil, 
and Canon-Law more repugnant to, or inconſi- 
ſtent with Chriſt's Laws, than the Statute-Laws 
of the Realm are ? | | 

But I ſhall be more particular. The Civil Law 
obrains in ſeveral Courts of England, viz. that of 
the Admiralty, thoſe of the two Univerſities, &c. 
not only by immemorial Cuſtom, but alſo (in di- 
verſe of them) of pure neceſſity, for ſeveral rea- 
ſons not to be now inſiſted on. The Canon-Law 
obtains in all the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, as they are 
call'd, by virtue not only of Common, but alſo 
of our Statute-Law. So that theſe Laws in thoſe 
Courts wherein they obtain, either one or both 
of them; theſe Civil and Canon-Laws, I ſay, as 
far as they do not intrench upon the Preroga- 
tive, and contradict other Laws of the Realm, are 
part of the Body of our Engliſh Laws. And con- 
ſequently, the Diſſenters are as much bound ta 
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22 Defence of the Chap. IX. 
obey the Civil and Canon-Laws, as the Members 
of the Church of England are. Wherefore if our 
being govern'd by the Civil and Canon-Law be 
a fault in us of the Eſtabliſhed Church, and makes 
Lay-Communion with us unlawful ; then ' tis a fault 
in the Diſſenters alſo, and makes Lay-Communion 
with them to be unlawful too. 

But ſuppoſe the Diſſenters were not as much 
bound to obſerve the Civil and Canon-Law, as 
the Members of the Eſtabliſhed Church are ; yer 
how do's it follow from thence, that tis unlaw- 
ful to join in Lay-Communion with us? What? 
is it a fin to obey either of thoſe Laws? Bleſs 
me ! what then will become of our dear Bre- 
thren the Kirk of Scotland, where the Civil Law 
obtains much more than in England? This Ar- 
gument evidently proves, that tis unlawful to join 
in Lay-Communion with the Kirk it ſelf ; which 
I ſuppoſe Mr. Shepherd will be glad to underſtand. 
But I am weary of ſuch ſtuff; and muſt examin 
what follows. 

Again, you (b) ſay, the Church of England has 
neither exerciſe nor power of Goverment, which is 
the form of @ Church, differencing it from an acci- 
dental Meeting, or Cobabitation, without which 'tis 
no ſuch Church, and then no ſin to ſeparate from it, 
Oh! the inſufferable drudgery of reading ſuch 
Writings ! This is rather worſe than what went 
immediately before. And yet, doubtleſs, tis a 
notable Paſſage in your own opinion ; for you have 
raken care to ſet a mark upon it, and to diſtinguiſh 
it with inverted Comma's, as having ſomething 
very peculiar in it. And truly tho' I find nothin 
here, that is uncommon with You ; yet I confeſs, 
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you. have now crowded more of your own than 
ordinary, into a very little room. For, - 
Firſt, in this ſhort Paſſage, we have Mr. Shepherd 
contradicting himſelf. *Twas but the very next 
line before, wherein we were told, that the Church 
of England was govern'd by the Civil and Canon- 
Law: and yet now we have neither exerciſe nor 
power of Goverment, It ſeems then, that tho' we 1 
are actually govern d, yet there is no exerciſe or power 4 
of Goverment amongſt us. | . 
But perhaps you mean, that tho we are govern'd | 
by thoſe Laws; yet tis not the Church that go- 5 
verns us. How then could you ſay, that ſuch par- 4 
ticular Laws are our Churches Rule of Goverment? 
What ? do's ſhe uſe a Rule of Goverment ; and 
yet not govern 2? 7 oY 
But tis poſſible you may mean all this while, 
that tho' the Church do's govern, and has a Rule, 
Exerciſe, and Power of Goverment ; yet ſhe go- 
verns by Canons of Man's making ; and that this 
Goverment is no Goverment in your opinion. 
But how then do the Diſſenters govern ? It 
ſeems, they cannot have the Form of a Church, 
and conſequently cannot pretend to be a Church, 
without Goverment : and what, I pray, is their 
Rule of Goverment? Are not their Rules and 
Laws (or Canons, if you pleaſe) of their own, that 
is, of Man's making? Or did Chriſt ever give 
them Forms and Methods of Judicial proceedings 
in all caſes that require Church Cenſures? And 
if it be lawful for the Diſſenters to govern their 
Members by Human Rules of Diſcipline ; why 
may not the Church of England uſe the Canons 
aw? 
Bur Tle warrant our Churches Crime is, that 
ſhe do's not uſe Chriſt's Canon-Law, 1 . 
; It, 
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Sir, I never heard that Chriſt or his Apoſtles made 
a Book of Canons, No, they gave general Dire- 
Rions only, and left it in the power, and to the 
diſcretion of Eccleſiaſtical Superiors, to make ſpe- 
cial Rules as exigencies ſhould prompt them on, 
and occaſions offer, in all the ſucceeding 'Ages of 
the Church. And they commanded the Members 
of the Church to obey the Laws or Canons fo 
made. But, - | | . 
Secondly, In the ſame lines we have a new Form 
of a Church diſcover'd. For you ſay, That the 
Form of @ Church is the exerciſe and power of the Go 
verment; and you give this Reaſon for it, becauſe 
tis this Exerciſe: and Power of Goverment which 
differences it from an accidental Meeting or Cobabita- 
Ion. | 
Well then; the Genus of 2 Church, you ſay, 
is 4 Number of Men: and that which makes this 
Number of Men to be, not an accidental Meeting 
or Cohabitation, but truly and properly a Church; 
is the Exerciſe and Power 8 Goverment amongſt 
them, Whereſoever therefore there is a Number 
of Men with the Exerciſe and Power of Goverment a- 
mong ii them, there is a true and proper Church in 
your opinion. ä 
_ Now this will help us to diſcover more Churches, 
than ever were thought of before. For the Lord 
Mayor of London, and his Court of Aldermen, 
are 4 number of Men with the Exerciſe and Power 
of Goverment among {Ft them: and ſuch alſo are the 
teveral Companies of the City. So that we have, 
1. A Church of the Lord Mayor and his Bre- 
thren; 2. a Church of Mercers; 3. a Church of 
Merchant-Faylors ; 4. a Church of Grocers ; F. 
Cbandlers, &c. This, I confeſs, is what I fhould 
never have ſuſpected, had you not ſo kindly im- 
175 | | parted 
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arted the Secret to me. Nay, I believe, the Lord 
Lore: himſelf, and all his Brethren, and the ſeve- 
ral Companies, did never dream of this great Pri- 
vilege, which their reſpective Charters give them. 
They could not have imagin'd, had not you paſs'd 
your word for it, that they are each of them a 
true and proper Church, becauſe they are a Number 
of Men with the Exerciſe and Power of Goverment 
among it them. 
But now, tho' it were granted, that the Lord 
Mayor and his Aldermen, and the ſeveral Compa- 
nies of the City, are true and proper Churches 
for the Reaſon, given by you; yet there is ſtill 
another difficulty lying upon a Man of I Prin- 
ciples, viz. How it ſhall appear that all theſe are 
Independent Churches. I would not adviſe you, 
Sir, to meddle with this Point in your next Book; 
for fear the Lord Mayor with reſpe& to the Com- 
panies, and the Queen with reſpe& to the Lord 
Mayor, ſhould not conn you thanks for your pains, 
But enough of this Matter, 

I alwaies thought, I confeſs, that the Genus of 
a Church was 4 Society of Men; and that that 
which makes this Society of Men to be, not 2 
Civil Society, but a Church or Spiritual Society, 
was their being United to God and one another ; 


and that this Union to God, and to one another 


was made by @ Divine Covenant in and thro Jeſus 
Chriſt ; by virtue of which Covenant they be- 
come Members of Chriſt, and one of another. So 
that the Form of a Church, in my ſimple judg- 
ment, 1s not the Exerciſe and Power of Gover- 
ment, but the Union to God and each other, by 
a Covenant in and thro' Chriſt. And accordingly 
J would define a Church, not thus, A number of 
Men with the Exerciſe and Power of Goverment 3 

| | ut 


X=. 


bd * 
2 - — 
— _ . — — = - - 
p * war of — 
2 =_- — a - © — — — 
— — —_——_ — — 2 a” - — 
— i _ —_ — 
- 


2 
——— 
mt — ——  w_w_ 


— — — 
— = 
—T——  _ 
— — — 


* 


36 A Defence of th Chap. IX. 
but thus, A Society of Men united to God and one another, 
by a Divine Covenant in and thro Jeſus Chriſt. And 
with your good leave, Sir, I muſt ever retain this 
opinion, till I ſee better Reaſons to change it, than 


any you have offer d. 


Thirdly, in this ſelf ſame ſhort Period we have 
a moſt notable proof, that the Eſtabliſhed Church 
is no Church, and then no ſin to ſeparate from her, 
It ſeems, tis not enough for a Man of your proweſs 
to charge us with being rotten Members, becauſe. 
of our ſinful Corruptions; for you are refolv'd moſt 
unmercifully to cut and hew us quite off from the 
Body of Chriſt alſo. In your charitable opinion 
we are, not bad Chriſtians, but no Chriſtians at all. 


Tis true, in the upper part of this page you told 


us Paialy, that our caſe was that of a Church, which 
bad corrupted Religion ; but within a few lines you al- 
tered your Mind, and we are told, that e have not 
the very form of Church; and that, becauſe we want 
this Form of a Church, we are no Church at all. This 
is at leaſt the ſecond Self. contradiction within the 
compaſs of a few lines. 

Your next words are, Tho" Jeſus Chriſt bids us 
condeſcend to a weak Brother, Rom. 14. yet we can- 
not do it, our hands are ſo tyd. Now St. Paut 
there ſpeaks of condeſcending to a weak Brother 
in ſuch matters only as Authority has not deter- 
mined : and in all ſuch caſes certainly 'tis now in 
our power to condeſcend to a weak Brother. But 
rely you will not argue from thence, that you 
ought to condeſcend to a weak Brother, in thoſe 
matters which Authority has determined; or 
(which is all one) that you ought to condeſcend 
to a weak Brother, tho' you offend God by diſ- 
obedience to your Governors in ſo doing. And 
if St. Paul do's not bid you condeſcend to a weak 
| Brother 
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Brother in ſuch caſes; then why do you pretend, 


that the Church obliges you to break St. Paul's 
Rule ? 


But ſay you, We greatly ſin, if ve allow of ſo groſs 
an infringment of our Chriſt ian Liberty. And for the proof 
of this you urge Gal. 5. 1. Stand faſt therefore in the 
Liberty ,wherewith Chriſt has made us free, and be not in- 
tangled again in the yoke of Bondage. I proteſt, I ſtand 
amaz'd at the weakneſs and impertinence of this 
Argument. 


- 


St. Paul exhorts the Galatians not to return to Fu- 


daiſm, and ſeek Juſtification by Moſes's Law: but to 
remember that they were now made free from the 
Law, and to expect Juſtification by Faith in Chriſt. 
Stand faſt therefore, ſaies he, in the. liberty where- 
with Chriſt has made us free from the obſervation 
of the Moſaic Law, and be not intangled again with 
the yoke of Bondage to the Law, For behold, I 
Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be circumciſed, and 
thereby become Jews, and debtors to do the whole 
Law ; then Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing. Becauſe 
you renounce your Faith in him, and do not be- 
heve that you ſhall be juſtify'd thereby: but ye 
become Jews again, and ſeek for Juſtification by 
Moſes's Law. For I teſtify again to every man that 
is circumciſed, that he is a debtor to do the whole 
Law, and bound to obſerve all thoſe carnal ordi- 
nances, which prefigured Chriſt to come. And 
conſequently every ſuch perſon do's thereby de- 
clare, that he do's not expect to be juſtify'd by 
Faith in Chriſt already come in the Fleſh. So that 
Chriſt is become of none effect to you, whoſoever 
you do think that you are juſtify'd by the Law 
for this opinion ſhews, that ye are fallen from the 
Grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 1 
is 
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Tis plain, that the Liberty here ſpoken of by 
St. Paul, is our being freed by Chriſt's Incarnation 
and Death, from the obſervation of the Fewiſh 
Law ; and yet you pretend, that the Liberty here 
ſpoken of, is our being freed from obedience to 
our Superiors in things indifferent ; and that our 
Hands being ty'd up by our Superiors in ſome in- 
different things, is a groſs infringment of this Chri- 
ſtian Liberty. Theſe are ſuch wild: conceits, as 
ought to be confuted with contempt and laughter. 
But that I may demonſtrate to you the abſur- 
dity of this Notion ; and convince you, that our 
hands being ty'd up by our Superiors in ſome in- 
different things, cannot poſſibly be an infringment 
of any part of our Chriſtian Liberty: give me 
leave to call to your Mind the Apoſtles Determi- 
nation, As 15. If the bare ſuffering of an in- 
fringment of our Chriſtian Liberty be (as you pre- 
tend) a great ſin ; certainly tis a greater ſin for Su- 
periors to infringe it. And conſequently 'tis a 
great ſin even for Apoſtles to infringe the Chriſtian 
Liberty of their Converts. And yet the Apoſtles did 
moſt certainly commit this great ſin, if the deter- 
mination of indifferent things be an infringment 
of our Chriſtian Liberty. | P00 
For I ſuppoſe you will readily grant, that eat- 
ing of Bloud is in it ſelf an indifferent thing: and 
yet the Apoſtles determined concerning this indif- 
ferent thing, and abſolutely forbad the eating of 
Bloud at that time. Now ſuppoſe a weak Bro- 
ther was offended with this abſtinence from Bloud, 
and thought it favored too much of Fudaiſm : I 
ask you, whether ir would then have been law- 
ful for a Perſon, thus forbidden by the Apoſtles 
to eat Bloud, notwithſtanding in condeſcen- 
ſion to a weak Brother, If you ſay, ic would 
| not 
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not have been lawful; then the Man would com- 
plain as you do, that tho we ought to condeſcend to 


a weak Brother, yet his hands are ſo ty'd, that he 
cannot do it. And then your anſwer to this Perſon 


muſt be, that he muſt ſubmit to his Governors, and 


not diſobey them in compaſſion to a weak Brother. 


But if you ſay, that it would have been lawful in 


ſuch a caſe to eat Bloud, notwithſtanding the Apo- 
ſtles command to the contrary; then you declare, 
that tis lawful to diſobey the Apoſtles, and to re- 
fuſe what they command. Fe en eee T0) 
But, ſay you, The Ceremonial Law being diſolvu 
by Chriſt, the children of God may ſuffer no man to 
mpoſe upon em; for they give themſelves to Cbriß, 
and not to their Minifters, Here again your i 
verted comma's do warn the Reader of ſomething 


* 


extraordinary. And truly not without reaſon; for 


this is another ſhort Period egregiouſly ſtuffed with 


SI A} 


folly, c FTI Foe . 
What? becauſe Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, 
and has diſſolv'd the Law of Moſes ; therefore Ie 
warrant we muſt not obey our Superiors in indif- 
ferent Matters. Do our Superiors, Dear Sir, re- 
quire us to obſerve the Moſaic Law, or any thing 
like it? Or do you think it as great a crime to 
obey. our Superiors in indifferent matters, as it 
would be to turn Fews ? Pens of AE 
But you ſay, The Children of God may ſuffer no 
man to impoſe upon em. Impoſe what? Why, in- 
different things to be ſure. But why? even for 
this wiſe Reaſon, becauſe they give themſelves to 


Chrift, and not to their Miniſters, But why may 


not the People obey Chrift, and their Miniſters 
too? How comes it to paſs, that obedience to 
Minifters in indifferent things, is diſobedience to 
Chriſt? Indifferent things, you know, are ſuch 

| things 
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40 Defence of the Chap. IX. 
things as God has neither commanded, nor for- 
bidden. And how then can the doing of thoſe in- 
different things which Superiors do command, be 
a doing of that which Chriſt has forbidden, or a 
diſobedience to Chriſt's Command? 
But then, if the children of God may | no 
man to impoſe upon em; how came it to paſs, that 
the People of Antioch, &c. ſuffer'd the Apoſtles 
Jo far to impoſe upon em, as to forbid the eating 
of Bloud? Beſides, if the children of God may 
ſuffer no man to impoſe upon em; how comes it to 
'paſs, that the Independents do ſuffer their Paſtors 
and Elders to #mpoſe upon em? For Chriſt has no 
where ſaid, that none ſhall receive the Lord's Sup- 
per, but thoſe that are in Covenant with a parti- 
cular Paſtor. Nor has Chriſt any where ſaid, that 
none ſhall receive the Lord's Supper, until his ad- 
miflion thereto has been propoſed to, and granted 
by, the other Communicants. And yet the ob- 
ſervation of theſe Rules is impoſed upon the Peo- 
ple by the Independents; tho theſe things are nei- 
ther commanded, nor -forbidden by Chriſt, and 

- conſequently are indifferent. RY PR 
Lou your ſelf have (c) told us, That for the 
admiſſion of Church Members, or ſome ſuch diſpu- 
table thing, we have no plain expreſs Scriptural di- 
rection. And why then may not every Member be 
admitted in what manner he pleaſes? Why ſhould 
not every Perſon follow his own humor in ſuch diſ- 
putable things? How dare the Independent Paſtors 
and Elders to make Rules concerning ſuch indif- 
ferent things, and to determin what Chriſt has left 
undetermin'd ? How dare they impoſe the obſer-, 
vation of ſuch Rules upon their People: and 


— — 


(c) Pag. 59, 60. 
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how dare the People ſuffer them to impoſe upon 
- Certainly it follows from hence, either that the 
Independents are not the Children of God ; becauſe 
they impoſe upon Men, and ſuffer Men to impoſe 
upon them : or elſe that the Children of God ma 

with a Good Conſcience impoſe upon Men, and alſo 
ſuffer Men to impoſe upon them. And if the Chil- 
dren of God may ſuffer Men to impoſe upon em; 
then Mr. Shepherd is, according to his uſual Wont, 
greatly miſtaken, | | 


— 


CHAP. X. 
| His Fourth Objection anſwer d. 


Iv. VO tell (a) us, That ſome Diſſenters ſay, 
| that the moſt of the Parochial Pulpits are 
filled with Perſons, who have experienced nothi 
a work of Grace upon their own Souls; and tbere- 
fore, ſay they, we cannot conceive how they ſhould 
be capable of inſtructing us in thoſe matters. Many 
of them pay more reſpect to the light of Reaſon, than 
to the light of the Scriptures; and accordingly their 
preaching ſuch, that if their hearers ſhould be as good 
as their Preachers bid em be, yet they would not be 
77 enough for Heaven. They have many of them 
eft Chriſt out of their Religion, diſown imputed Righ- 
teouſneſs, derided the operations of the holy Spirit as 
the empty pretences of Enthuſiaſts, All this put to- 
gether, convinces us, that You and We cannot walk 
rogether in Religious Worſhip ; tho it cannot deſtroy 


(s) Pag. 68. 
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42 A Defence of. the Chap. X. 
the Spiritual evidence we have bad of theſe, things, in 
our own Souls, This Paragraph contains diverſe 
5 each of which I ſhall diſtinctly con- 
Ger. | KL 
1. Moſt of the Parochial Pulpits are filled with 
Perſons, who have experienced nothing of a work of 
Grace upon. their own Souls; that is, The Gene- 
rality of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy are ſuch profligate 
Wretches, that they are not in a ſtate of Grace. 
And conſequently, if they die in their preſent condi- 
tion,they are ſure to be damnedeternally. For who- 
ſoever has experienced nothing of a work of Grace 
upon his Soul, cannot poſſibly be in a ſtate of Grace, 
but is molt certainly in a ſtate of Damnation. | 
2. Many of them pay more reſpect to the light of 

Reafon, than to the light of the Scriptures ; that is, 
A great part of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy are down- 
right Deiſts or Atheiſts. For you know, that 
none but Deiſts or Atheiſts do pay more ( reſpett to 
the light of Reaſon, than to the light ef the ;Scri- 

Wee: e Aung 
k 3. Their preaching is ſuch, that if their hearers 
ſhould be as good, as their Preachers bid em be, Jet 
they would. not be good enough for Heaven ; that is, 
The Sermons of a great part of the Eſtabliſhed 
Clergy are ſuch, that altho' a Man ſhould conſtantly 
attend their preaching, and do all he is thereby 
taught, yet he muſt go to Hell notwithſtanding; 
unleſs you can find out a place between Heaven 
and Hell, whither thoſe who are not good enbugbh for 

Heaven ſhall go. 7 0 LIM 
4. They. bave many of them left Chriſt out. of their- 
Religion; that is, They are either mere Jews, or 
mere Heathens, For the Socinians themſelves; nay 
the very Turks, do retain ſomething of our Bleſ- 
{ed Savior in their Religion ; Whereas anjgh = 
a- 
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Eſtabliſhed Clergy retain nothing of Chriſt in their 
Religion, but have left bim out of it. | 

F. Many of them do diſown imputed Righteouſ- 
neſs; that is, They declare, that they do not ex- 
pect to be ſaved by the imputation of Chriſt's Me- 
rits. And therefore they do expect to be damned 
as Reprobates ; unleſs you think they expect to be 
ſaved by their own Righteouſneſs. — 

6. Many of them have derided the operations of 
the Holy Spirit as the empty  pretences of Ent bu- 
ſiaſts; that is, They have mocked and blaſphemed 
the Holy Ghoſt, and therefore they are not ca- 
pable of being pardoned oy God Almighty. For 
(b) all manner of ſin and blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven 
unto Men; but the blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
ſhall not be forgiven unto Men. And whoſoever ſpeak- 
eth a word againſt the Son of Man, it ſhall be for- 
given him: but whoſoever ſpeaketh againſt the holy 
Ghoſt (as they moſt certainly do, who deride his 
operations) it ſhall not be forgiven bim, neither in this 
World, nor in the World to come. 

Theſe are the Contents of this vile Paragraph; 
which tho' you write in the Name of ſome 
Diſſenters, is notwithſtanding truly and properly 
your own, as much as any Man's. For firſt, you 
make the Contents of this Paragraph your Fourth 
Argument to prove the Unlawfulneſs of Lay- 
Communion with the Eſtabliſhed Church of Eng- 
land, And conſequently you your ſelf do thereby 
ſay, that theſe things are true in your opinion; 
for otherwiſe you cannot honeſtly uſe them as an 
Argument to prove your own avowed Aſſertion. 
Secondly, you your ſelf (not under the Name of 
ſome Diſſenters, but) in your own Name, have 
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— 8 is as bad or worſe, in other Parts of your 
For, as if the Clergy of the Eſtabliſned Church 
were a pack of the worſt Villains upon Earth, 
you (e) addreſs your ſelf thus to them: If you 
are ſerious, begin with your ſelves, ye Sons of the 
Clergy. Turn your Sermons in upon your own hearts, 
et holineſs ſhine in your converſe with Men, &c. 


And for our Biſhops in particular, you repreſent 


them as very Devils incarnate, which take delight 
in damning Souls. For you (d) ſay, If Salva- 
tion was chained to the Biſhop's Chair, and we ſhould 
ſend our young Men to him for Ordination ; we have 
reaſon to believe he would deny em, tho our Salva- 
tion or Damnation depended thereon. Nay, you (e) 


tell us roundly, that Church Guides are either the 


Beſt, or the Worſt of Men. From whence a Man 
may fairly gather your Charitable opinion of the 


Eſtabliſhed Clergy. For you have abundantly 
fhewn in your Book, that your do by no means 


think them Beſt, and conſequently you have de- 

clar'd, that you think them the Worſt of Men. 
Thus then it ſeems, that in the opinion of your 

ſelf and ſome Diſſenters, the greateſt part of the 


Eſtabliſhed Clergy are ſuch 1 Wretches, 
e 


that if they die in their preſent condition, they 
muſt infallibly go to the Devil. And that many 
of them are downright Deiſts or Atheiſts; are 
worſe than Socinians, and even than the very Turks; 
are either mere Heathens, or mere Fews, Blaſphe- 
mers of the holy Ghoſt; nay, Devils incarnate, 
or at leaſt Factors for the Devil, &c. And if this 
be not Railing, Sir, I profeſs that I my ſelf (who 
have been very plentifully railed at by ſome Diſ- 


(c) Pag. 73. (a) Pag. 88. (.) Pag. 2. 


ſenters) 
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—ͤ — — —ṽ—æ——ͤ——P— —— — oo 


Chap. X. Diſcourſe of Sthiſm, &c. 45 
femters) do not yer underſtand what Railing 
means. 

IJ appeal to any indifferent Judge, Whether it 
be poſſible for any thing on this ſide the bottom- 
leſs Pit, to be more vile and abominable, than the 
Generality of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy (the Biſhops 
themſelves not excepted) are, according to your 
Deſcription. And would any Man then believe 
it poſſible for a Man, who has ſuch a tender Con- 
ſcience, as will not ſuffer him to Conform ; for 
ſuch a Man, I ſay, to utter ſuch infernal language ? 
Evil ſurmiſings (you (J) ſay) are ſhot into our minds, 
not by the Good, but the Evil Angels, And who then 
ſhot not into your mind only, but into your Mouth, 
ſuch black Calumnies ; and made you fo unjuſtly, 
and ſo groſly defame your Betters? You have 
12 told us, that the Angels, tho' they contend with 
the Devil, ſpeak not one railing word; and that the Diſ- 
putants of the Day (of this World, I ſuppoſe, you 
mean) ſhould reflect upon that Noble Pattern, Certain- 
ly you ought to have put your own gaod Adfice 
in practice; unleſs you think it reaſonable to uſe 
the Clergy of the Eſtabliſhed Church worſe than 
the Devil. | 

But in this (as in ſeveral other Inſtances) you have 
only licked up the Vomit of your Forefathers. 
Mr. Udal, Mr. Penry, Mr. Cartwright, Mr. King, 
Mr. Prudler, Mr. Pain, Mr, Knightley, Mr. Wigſton, 
and others, (Y) told our Biſhops, Ge. in Q. Eli- 
zalet hs time, that the greateſt number of the then 
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(f) Sermons of Angels, p. 48. (g) Ibid. p. 12, 13. (U] See 
a Letter written by t oſe Perſons 9 the foreſt 2 of 
the Church of England, the. Archbiſhops, Lord Biſhops, Arche 
Deacons, and the reft of that Order, reprinted by the Diſſenters 
in the year 1642, in a Book intituled Queen Elixabeth's Biſbeps. 
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Eſtabliſhed Clergy were: ſuch ignorant aſſes and fil- 


thy ſwine, as are not worthy to live in a well ordered 
Common-wealth ; that the Religion of thoſe Biſhops, 
c. was a hetchpoteh of true Religion and Popery ; that 
their Goverment was that, which giveth leave to a Man 
to be any thing, ſaving a ſound Chriſtian ; that they were 
the Cauſe of all the Ignorance, Atheiſm, Schiſms, Trea- 
ſons, Popery, and ' Ungodlimeſs, that is to be found in 
this Land; that they cared for nothing but the Main- 
tenance of their Dignities, be it to the Damnation of their 
own Souls, and infinite millions more; that they were 
to be arraigned for all the Souls that hawe gone to Hell, 
ſence the Goſpel firſt appeared in this Land; that they 
were perſuaded, that thoſe Biſhops; &c. were in 
league with Hell, and had made a Covenant with 
Death; yea, that they did perſuade themſelves, that 
thert is no God, neither ſball be any ſuch Day of ac- 
count, And ſay they, Will you ſtill continue in your 
moſt dammable and deviliſh Courſe ? Have you ſold 
our ſeldes unto Satan, to fight for bim, until you be 
damned in Hell with him? Have you mortgag d the Sal- 
vation of your Souls and Bodies, for the preſent fruition of 
your Pomp and Pleaſure, &c? 3s 
This was the meek and humble Spirit of. the 
firſt beginners of Non-Conformity ; and the ſame 
has too viſibly appear'd in their Succeſſors ever 
ſince. Inſomuch, that I ſhall never think an 
words ſtrange, which ſome Diſſenters give; whole 
tongue, as the. Apoſtle (i) ſpeaks, ſetteth on fire 
the courſe of Nature, and it # ſet on fire: of Hell. 
Lam convinc'd by too too much experience, that 
ſomę Diſſenters, who pretend the greateſt tender- 
neſs of Conſcience, have Foreheads hard enough, 
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and Mouths foul enough, to give their Spiritual 
Governors the moſt Unchriſt ian language; and with 
— Zeal endeavor the overthrow of Church and 
tate. nne 

Twere but too eaſy. (and I am ſure much more 
juſt) for any Member of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
to make Repriſals upon the Diſſenters ; and to paint 
their Teachers in the ſame horrid Dreſs, which 
your Brethren and your felf have beſtowed upon 
our Biſhops and Clergy, But, Sir, I hope I ſhall 
.alwaies remember, that I am a Chriſtian, and 2 


Prieſt of the Eſtabliſhed Church of England; and 


therefore inſtead of rendring evil for evil, or rail- 
ing for railing, I ſhall ever moſt heartily pray, as 
I am taught, in the Words of our moſt excellent 
Litany, That it may pleaſe God to forgive our ene- 
mies, perſecutort, and ſlanderers, and to turn their 
hearts, - 274 

But after all this, let us now ſuppoſe it true, 
that moſt of the Parochial Pulpits are filled with Per- 
ſons, who have experienced nothing of a work of Grace 
upon their own Souls: yet there is no need of a Se- 
Pparation upon that account ; nor is it unlawful ta 
join in Lay-Communion with the Eſtabliſhed 
Church of England, notwithſtanding theſe ſupposd 
| Ie of the greateſt part of the Eſtabliſhed 

ergy. 

For were not the Scribes and Phariſees as bad 
to the full, as the Eſtabliſned Clergy are, or can 
be? And yet you know, that our Bleſſed Savior, 
who had as tender a Conſcience as any Diſſenter 
whatſoever, did never command any Perſon to ſe- 
parate from them. Nay, he commanded Men ta 
continue in their Communion, and did conſtantly 
practiſe the ſame himſelf. You know, Sir, that 
this, and more than this, was ſaid in the eighteenth 
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Chap. of the Diſcourſe of Schiſm ; wherein I plain- 
y prov'd, and that in a great meaſure out of the 
Dillenting Writers, that tis not unlawful-to join 
in Communion with thoſe Clergymen, who lead 
vicious Lives. But thoſe things, it ſeems,” were 
not to be taken notice of. No; *tis the Artifice 
of ſome Writers to ſlip over the hard Arguments 
of their Adverſaries; and inſiſt upon ſuch popu- 
lar Pleas only, as will prejudice the unthinking 
Multitude againſt the Eſtabliſhed Clergy, and con- 


ſequently increaſe the Diſſenting Party. | 


Nay farther, if it be a fin to join in Commu- 


nion with vicious Teachers, I am ſure, the Diſſenters 


themſelves are in a ſad condition. For whoſoever 
will be at the pains of looking a little abroad a- 
mongſt them, will find, that too too many of their 
Teachers are very far from being Saints. M. Ca- 
lamy himſelf, who is not forward to ſay all that 
might be ſaid of his own Party, was forc'd(&) to 
draw a wail over one, even of the Bartholomew 
Martyrs; and I fear that ſeveral others needed the 
ſame kind office. And perhaps, were ſome Per- 
ſons as zealous in unmaking, as Mr. Calamy has been. 
in making Saints; he would find occaſion for more 
Vails, than all his ſtock of Charity, how great ſo- 
ever it be, could readily furniſh him with. ' © 

But I hate the vile office of raking into dead 
Mens Aſhes; and therefore would rather adviſe 
you (if you can) impartially to conſider the Cha- 
raters of thoſe who are now alive, of both Par- 
ties. The one are not ſuch Libertines, nor the 
other ſuch Religioniſts, as ſome do pretend. I am 
ſenſible, that with Men of Underſtanding it can 
weigh nothing on either ſide; or elſe I could 


( Abridgment of Baxter's Life, y. 2$1. Lond, 1702: 
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venture to ſtake the whole Cauſe upon the Lives 
of the reſpective Preachers. For as far as my In- 
formations and Obſervations carry me, conſidering 
the numbers and circumſtances of both, the Dif? 
ſenters would not be gainers by the Compariſan. 
But this is certain, that thoſe very Crimes which 
they expoſe in our Clergy, they do induſtriouſly 
cover in their own Teachers. Which practice e- 
vidently demonſtrates, that tis not the love of 
Truth, ſo much as the love of Vilifying others, 
that prompts them to the uſe of this Objection. 

| Beſides, if our Clergy be as bad as you pre- 
tend; why do not the Diſſenters endeavor to re- 
form them by Legal Puniſhments? But this is 
a work they do not care to meddle with; one 
would think far this reaſon, leaſt it ſhould rob them 
of occaſions of railing againſt the Clergy. This, 
both my own and other Perſons Experience, has 
too plainly taught me, that thoſe who take all op- 
portunities poſſible to ſpread ill Reports of the 
Clergy, will not (even when intreated) make good 
their Reports. No; *tis the buſineſs of ſome Per- 
ſons only to rail; and let Reformation go on as 
it can, or will. Had the Difſenters done, what 
by their Railing they own to be in their power, 
for the Reformation of the Clergy ; their Pretence 
had then been more ſpecious: But for Men, firſt 
to ſeparate ; and then juſtify their Separation by 
throwing dirt, is intolerable. 
But your ſelf and your ſome Diſſenters ſay, We can- 
not conceive how they (who have experienced nothing 
of 2 work 'of Grace upon their Souls) ſhould be 
capable of inſtructing us in thoſe matters. And that 
your Hearers and Readers may. be firmly perſua- 
ded of this groſs Error, whereby you endeavor 
to miſchief the Eſtabliſhed Church ; you have 
n 9 taten 
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taken great pains to tell them, (7) That Gad ne- 


ver ſent any, but whom his Spirit had previouſly' nun- 


lified, firſt, by' a gracious Change upon bis own" heart, 
— Ru 2 — * 4 5 _ in you 
() ſay, That a ſenſi 7 are not God's lot, vor 
were they e ver ſent by him. & 4 10 

And yet you know, as well as my ſelf and you 
have, ſince! you were a Diſſenting Teacher, de- 
clared by ſolemn Subſcription of your hand, that 
you do verily believe; that every word of this is 


falſe Doctrine. For by the Act of Toleration it 


ſelf, every Diſſenting Preacher whatſoever is ob- 
liged to ſubſcribe (amongſt others) the 26th Ar- 
ticle of the Church of England; nor can any one 


of them have liberty to preach; before they make 


this Subſcriprion, which is preſerved in the Rolls 

of the General Quarter-Seffions of the County. 

And conſequently, you your ſelf, when you be- 

das a Dan Teacher, did ſubleribe mn a 
8. wy 
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led with "the good, and ſometime the evil have 
et authority in the Miniſtration of the Mord am 
Sacraments : yet foraſmuch at they do | nut! the 
Yawe in "their own Name, but in Chriſt's, and do 
Miniſter by ' his Commiſſion and Authority, we may 


uſe their Miniſtry, both in bearing the Word of God, 


aud in receiving of the Sacraments. Neither is the 
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effect of Chriſt's Ordinance taken away by their wicked- 
meſs, nor the grace of God's Gifts diminiſhed from 
ſuch, as by Faith and rightly do receive the Sacra- 
ments miniſtred unto them; which be eſfectual , be- 
cauſe of Chriſt*s \' Inſtitution and Promiſe, altho they 
be miniſtred by evil Men. 
| Nevertheleſs it appertaineth to the Diſcipline of the 
Church, that enquiry be made of the evil Miniſters; 
and that they be accuſed of thoſe that have knowledge 
of their offences : and finally being found guilty by juſt * 
udgment be depoſed. - we | | 
Let us now compare that Article, which as a 
Diſſenting Teacher you have ſubſcribed, with that 
3 which you have preached and pub- 
liſhed. | ods coz out e ee nM 
r. You (n) ſay, That God newer ſent any, but 
whom his Spirit bad previouſly qualified by a gracious. 
change upon his ':10wn heart ; and (o) again, that « 
ſenſual Clergy were never ſent by God. And yet 
you ſubſcribed, and thereby profeſſed it to be 
your real opinion and belief, that Evil Clergymen 
do miniſter in Chriſt's Name, and by God's Commiſ- 
ſion and Authority; and that ſometime the Evil have 
chief Authority in the Miniſtration of the Mord and 
Sacraments. b l * $8529 
2. You (p) ſay, We cannot conceive, how they (who 
have experienced nothing of a work of Grace 
upon. their own Souls) ſhould be capable of inſtrutt- 
ing us in thoſe matters ; that is, You declare it to 
be your opinion, and you perſuade your Hearers 
and Readers to believe, that thoſe who have expe- 
rienced nothing of the work of Grace upon them- 
ſelves, are uncapable of inſtructing others in thoſe 
matters. And yet you ſubſcribed, and thereby pro- 
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feſſed it to be your real opinion and belief, that 
we may uſe the Miniſtry of Evil Miniſters, both in 
bearing the Word of God, and in receivin of the Sa- 
eraments ; and that the Wickedneſs of the Mini- 
ſters is ſo far from making their labors ineffectual, 
that the effect of Chriſt's Ordinance is not taken away 
by their wickedneſs, nor the grace ＋ God's Gifts 
diminiſhed from ſuch, as by Faith and rightly do re- 
ceive the Sacraments miniſtred unto them; which bs 
effettual becauſe of Chriſt's Inſtitution and Promiſe, 
althos* they be miniſtred by evil Men, Theſe are 
ſuch evident ſelf-contradidtions and prevarications, 
as you may be juſtly aſhamed of ; and I hope, you 
will now no longer lay your own Faults upon other 
| Mens ſhoulders, and reproach the Eſtabliſhed Cler- 
gy with your own vile practice, af ſubſcribing thoſe 
Articles which you do not believe. 
» Had you deſigned to deal fairly with Jour Hea- 
rers and Readers, you ought to have ſhewn and 
proved, That the evil lives of the Clergy are no oh- 
jection againſt the Uſe of their Miniſtry, This had 
been only a Confirmation of what you ſubſcribed, 
and a piece of common honeſty o-theſs who heard 
or read your Sermons. But it is too plain, Sir, 
that you had a quite different aim. Men of your 
Perſuafion and Buſineſs, do too eaſily find their ac- 
count in ſlandering their Neighbors, and inflaming 
the prejudices of inconſiderate People againſt the 
Eftabliſhed Clergy. And therefore you reſolve to 
purſue thoſe wicked ends, tho' in ſo doing you con- 
tradict your own Subſcriptions, and preach and write 
againſt your own Conſcience. 535 
Thus then have I anſwered the Objection you 
draw from the pretended Vices of the greateſt part 
of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy. Tho' the Matter of 
Fact is notoriouſly falſe; yet I haye ſhewn that it 
i 13 
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is no Argument, were it really true. I doubt not, 
I confeſs, but that there are ſome vicious Perſons 
in ſo great a number of Clergymen amongſt us; 
as there are vicious Teachers amongſt you : but 
that the greateſt part of our Clergy are ſuch as you 
pretend, I utterly deny ; and every Man that knows 
any thing of the World, knows the falſhood of 
your Charge. f 
As for your ſaying, that Many of our Clergy pay 

more reſpect to the light of Reaſon, than to the light 
of the Scriptures ; and that Their Preaching is ſuch, 
that if their Hearers ſhould be as good as their Ttach- 
ers bid 'em be, yet they would not be good enough 
for Heaven; and that Many of them have left 
Chriſt out of their Religion, & c. Every one that is 
acquainted with the Writings and Sermons of the 
Conformiſt Divines,knows that theſe are ſuch mani- 
feſt Falſhoods, that they need no confutation. And 
conſequently, the filth of theſe (as well as your 
. reproaches can ſtick upon none but your 

e . 
But the Concluſion of this Paragraph is really 
notable, and deſerves to be conſider'd. All this 
(you ſay) put together, convinces us, that you and 
we cannot walk together in religious Worſhip ; tho” it 
cannot deſtroy the Spiritual evidence e have bad of 
theſe things in our own Souls, The words All this, 
it, and theſe things, as you have uſed them, cannor 
poſſibly relate to any thing, but all thoſe particu- 
lars which went before. And therefore the whole 
Sentence may be thus interpreted by way of Pa- 
raphraſe ; All this heap of Lies and Slanders faſtened 
upon the Eſtabliſhed Clergy, being put together, 
convinces us Diſlenters, that you of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, and we who ſeparate from you, cannot 
walk together in religious Worſhip ; tho" it, that — 
the 
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the ſame heap of Lies and Slanders, cannot deſtroy 
the Spiritual Evidence we bave of theſe things, viz. 
of thoſe Lies and Slanders, in our own Souls. 
From theſe Words thus paraphraſed, theſe nota- 
ble things do plainly follow; 1. That thoſe things 
which convince Mr. Shepherd, and ſome Diſſenters, of 
the impoſſibility of joining with the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, are thoſe particulars which went before ; 
viz. thoſe Lies and Slanders which Mr. Shepher 
and ſome Diſſenters have taken great pains to put 
togetber. 2. That Mr. Shepherd and ſome Diſſenters 
have had a Spiritual Evidence of thoſe Particu- 
lars, viz. thoſe Lies and Slanders, in their own 
Souls. 3. (which is a great Myſtery) That thoſe 
Particulars, viz. thoſe Lies and Slanders, of which 
they have had this Spiritual Evidence, cannot de- 
{troy the Spiritual Evidence of themſelves ; tho 
by the way, one would have thought, that any 
one of them had been ſo groſs and big, as to de- 
{troy the Belief of it ſelf, and of all the reſt. 
Now the Concluſion of this Paragraph (you'l 
ſay) as tis thus paraphraſed and explained, con- 
tains very odd Doctrine, and ſuch as you did not 
deſign to put into it. I believe, this is at leaſt 
partly true. But if you meant Senſe, you ſhould 
have writ Senſe. For I appeal to any Man, 1. Whe- 
ther your Words do not import what I have faid. 
2. Whether he that pens his Thoughts at this care- 


leſs rate, be not a very fit Man to make an Au- 
thor of. | bag: 
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Chap. xi. Diſcourſe of Schiſm, &c. 38 
RO + Ar. G.. 
His Fifth Ob jection anſwer'd. 

OU (a) tell us, That your People may not 


V.W 
* * have their Children baptized without the Sign of 
the Croſs. And what then? Is it a fin for them 
to ſuffer their Children to have their Foreheads 
croſs' d? If it be not; how then do's this prove our 
Lay-Communion ſinful 2 WE. 

But they may not have their Children baptized 
Without God-fathers aud God. mothers too. And what 
then? Is there any ſin in having ſome ſerious Chri- 
ſtians (beſides the Parents) to engage for the Edu- 
cation of the Child in true Religion? | 

But ſay you, the. Parents (tho godly, wiſe, grave 
Chriſtians) are excluded. From what, I pray 2 
Why, the Fathers and Mothers are excluded from 
being God-fathers and God-mothers to their own 
Children. But are they excluded alſo from a full 
power, and releaſed from their ſtrict obligations, 
to breed up the Children well? No ſurely ; and 
where then is the fault of the Eſtabliſhed Church in 
taking the beſt care ſhe can, that ſeveral other 
godly, wile, grave Chriſtians, ſhall either afliſt the 
Parents in the Education of the Child ; or (in caſe 
of the Parents death or neglect) take the whole 
care of it upon themſelves ? 

Ay, but the Goſſips are frequently ignorant Boys 
or Girls, And whole fault is that? The Parents 
ſurely. | But can the Diſſenters engage no other 
Perſons to anſwer for their Children, beſides igno- 
rant Boys or Girls? Certainly, tis poſſible for 


—— — 


(a) Pag. 88. 


them 


56 A Defence of the Chap: XI. 


them to make a better choice of Sponſors. And 
if it be in their power ſo to do, the Objection 
fals to the ground. | 3 

Your next Reaſon, why People cannot joyn in 
Lay-Communion with us, is this, (Again you (b) 
ſay) They may burn, but they may not marry, but at 
ſuch and ſuch times of the year ; as if ſome ſeaſons of 
the year were too holy for God's own ſolemn Inſtitutions: 
You have ſaid in the Epiſtle Dedicatory, That the 
Controverſy is exhauſted and ſpent, and nothing new 


3s added on either fide : whereas this Argument of 


yours is as new, as it is ridiculous. 

In former years the Diſſenters were wont to plea 
Conſcience : but you have now taught them to plead 
Luft, for their Separation from us. It ſeems, they 
burn; yea, they burn ſo violently, that if the cruel 
Eſtabliſhed Church will not ſuffer them immedi- 
ately to quench their flames, they muſt of pure 
neceſſity fly to the Diſſenting Meetings, where 
they hope for kinder uſage. Doubtleſs this was 
thought Powerful Preaching ; and it pleaſed the 
ſighing Siſters well. 

But are you not aſham'd, Sir, to urge ſuch 
Stuff as this, againſt the Lawfulneſs of Lay-Com- 
munion with us ? Suppoſe there be ſome Months 
in the year, wherein by the Laws of our Land no 
Perſon can marry without a Licenſe ; yet Licenſes 
are never deny'd to any Perſon whatſoever, when 
there is no lawful Impediment to hinder Marriage. 
And would not a Man rather be at the charge of 
a Licenſe, than be a Schiſmatic ? HK 

But let us put as hard a Caſe, as can well be ima- 
gined. Suppoſe one of your Burning Brethren had 
a deſire to marry at Mid. lent, and could not poſ- 
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ſibly get a Licenſe, What? Could not his Miſtreſs | 
be perſuaded to marry a few weeks ſooner? Or 
did the burning Fever ſeize him at that Gritical 
minute 2. And is the Fit ſo extremely violent; chat 
even Faſting and Prayer cannot abate it, and keep 
the Man within bounds till Low- Sunday? The 
Laws of the Land do not force your Brethren to 

reater abſtinence from the Marriage Bed, than 
_— are frequently oblig'd to upon other ac- 
counts: and why may not your Brethren find 
Chaſtity as poſſible at one Fims, as at another? TI 
profeſs you'd make a Man-ſuſpet, that the Diſ- 

enters are, People of a very peculiar Gomplexion ; 

for otherwiſe the fury of their Luft would not 
probably be thus irreſiſtable. Indeed I never 
thought - them more Spiritual; but you have almoſt 
conſtrain'd'me to think them much more*Carnal 
than their Neighbors. on 
But farther: Suppoſe it were N for me 
to excuſe or defend this reſtraint of yout Burning 
Brethren's Luſt: yet which way dos a Man get 
relief by leaving the Communion of the Eſta- 
bliſned Church? Do the Diſſenting Teachers 
pretend to marry without a Licenſe at thoſe for- 
bidden. times? You know they dare not do it. 
And why then may not a Man as well continue 
with us, as join himſelf to you? ſince of which 
pare ſoever he be, he cannot be married but by 
ome of the Eſtabliſhed Clerg cp. ba 


But I have ſpent too much time in examining 
this Plea, which is ſo utterly impertinent, and no- 
thing at all to the purpoſe. For what Man, that 
is not beſides himſelf, would argue thus. The Laws 
15 the Land will not ſuffer me to marry at Mid- 

nt, unleſs I will be at the charge of 4 Licenſe; and 
therefore it is diredly gl. -my Conſciente to hear 
209 Morn« 
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f wich the reſt, yet you have uſed another 


_ Worſhip in the Eſtabliſhed Church of England. 


: 


Morning and Evening Prayer, and receive. the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, &c. in any of the Eſtabliſhed Churches 
all the daies of. my life after? 19951 Qniauid il; bib 
- I muſt add, that the Prohibition of Marriage 
at certain times, may be juſtify d by what St. Paul 
ſaies, x Cor. 7. 5. and tis great pity, that ſuch rea- 
ſonable Conſtitutions are not more ſtrictly enforc d, 


1 5 . 
and better oblerv'd. 5 182 
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H O' you do not mention it in company 


Argument againſt the Lawfulneſs of Lay-Commu- 
nion with us. For you (a) tell us, Uncommand- 
ed Worſhip is. falſe Worſbip; and (b) that, ſa far as 
20e turn' aſide to an Uninſtituted or Uncommanded 
Worſhip, ſo.. far we turn aſide from Chriſt, And 
that we of the Eſtabliſhed Church do. (in your 
opinion): practiſe an + Uncommanded - Worſhip, 
may be learnt from theſe your next words, Which 
Conſideratiuns (viz, that the Worſhip is Uncom- 


manded) vindicate thoſe, who in a ſeparate- Worſhip 


are making the beſt ſecurity they can of their Salva- 
tion. And in another (e) place you ſay, Ve don't 
ſee, that he bas commanded the things under diſpute. 
Now tho' it were granted, that Uncommanded 
Worſhip is a falſe Worſhip; yet we utterly: deny, 
that there .is any ſuch thing as Uncommanded 
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Chap. XII. Diſcourſe of Schiſm, &c. 59 
For all the Worſhip we offer to God is ſuch, 
as the Diſſenters themſelves do confeſs that God has 
poſitively and expreſly commanded ;' vi. Prayer, 
Ce. And the things in difpute between us and 
the „ _ not OY but the Circum- + 
ſtances of Worſhip only; 'viz. ſuch as time, place, 
habit, 2. &c. Theſe things, we 1 are 
not particularly commanded by Almighty. God ; 
and they are different in different Churches and 
Countries: but we keep to our own Eſtabliſned 
Manner in obedience to our Superiors, whoſe Di- 
rections and Injunctions God has poſitively com- 
manded us to obey. | 
Jou (4) ſay indeed, That Nadab and Abihu 
were ſtricken dead upon the place, becauſe they pre- 
ſumed to worſhip in | ſuch à way and manner, as 
was not commanded. And Fle warrant you would 
fain prove from thence, that tis unlawful to uſe 
even any circumſtances of Worſhip, which God has 
not particularly commanded in his Word. But if 
vou rightly conſider that Caſe, you'l find no ſuch 
matter. For the reaſon, why Nadab and Abibu 
were puniſhed, was not merely becauſe what they 
did, was not particularly commanded by God; 
but becauſe in doing that which was not particu- 
larly commanded by God, they negle&ed that 
which was particularly commanded by him. 

I ſhall illuſtrate this by putting a parallel Caſe. 
God commanded the Tſraelites to eat the Paſſover 
with bitter herbs, Exod, 12. 8. Now if they had 
eaten the ' Paſſover (not with bitter, but) with 
ſweet herbs ; they had eaten it with ſtrange herbs, 
ſuch as God had not commanded ; and God might 
very juſtly have puniſhed them for ſo doing. Bur 
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60 I Defence of tile Chap. XII. 
why? not merely becauſe they did what God had not 
particularly commanded ; but becauſe in doing what 
God had not particularly commanded, they neglect- 
ed that which he had particularly commanded. And 
thus in the Caſe before us, God had told them what 
particular Fire he requird them to put into their 
Cenſers. Now Nadab and Abibu would not put in 
that Fire which God had particularly command- 

ed, but another foft'of frange Fire, which he had 
not particularly commanded. And God puniſhed 
them for this action, not merely becauſe they did 
what God had not particularly commanded; but be- 
cauſe in uſing the Uncommanded, they did not uſe 
the Commanded Fire; and ſo were guilty of break - 
ing a poſitive Law of God. If therefore you would 
prove, that 'tis a ſin for us to do that thing in 
God's Worſhip, which God has not particularly 
commanded; you muſt produce an inſtance of ſome- 
thing, which tho' it did not thwart a. poſitive 
Law. of God, was ſinful notwithſtanding, for no 
other reaſon but this, viz, becauſe it was not par- 
ticularly commanded by. God himſelf. Whereas 
J am ſure, tis impoſſible for you to produce ſuch 
-an Inſtance, JON--2EW | 
You ſay indeed, Rightly enough, (e) That 4 
Non-bbſerwance of God's own Injunctions relating to bis 
Worſhip, cannot with any modeſty be accounted à ſmall 
and trivial matter, And when you have. proved, 
that we of the Church of England are guilty of 
Non- obſervance of God's own Injunctions, relating 
to his Worſhip; you will have prov'd that, which 
will effectually ruin our Cauſe. But the diſpute - 
at preſent between us, is not about the Ob- 
ſervance of what God has injoin'd; for that is 
confeſs'd to be neceſſary on all hands; but about 
Ri 5}. XZ; 0 9 INE IV] 


the 


48 = b © 


Ciap. XII. Diſcourſe of Schiſin, Nec. 61 
the Obſervance of thoſe things, which he has not 
either injoined or forbidden. | 


But, ſay (F) you, F we ſay, we may do any 
thing berein, (vix in God's Worſhip) that is not 
explicitly forbidden, we do in effect ſay, that .we' nay 
Nala make void the moſt Awful and moſt 
Solemn Inſtitutions of God's, by innumerable addi- 
tions of our own... To what purpoſe are theſe words? 
Do's any ane of the Church of England ſay, that 
we may do any thing in God's Worſhip, which is 
not}. explicitly forbidden ? No. We all confels, 
that 'tis unlawfyl to do any thing in God's Wor- 
ſhip, or in any thing elſe; which is either expli- 
citly, or by good Conſequence, that is, implicitly 
forbidden. But certainly we may very lawfully 
do that in God's Worſhip, or in any thing elſe, 
which is not forbidden either explicitly, or impli- 
citly. And this I ſhall demonſtrate by a notorious 
Inſtance. Iro 

You know, that the Feaſt of Charity did, even 
in the Apoſtles times, and for a great while after, 
accompany the Celebration of the Lord's Supper. 
Now the Lord's Supper is moſt certainly a part of 
God's Worſhip, I ask you therefore, Whether the 
Feaſt of Charity is commanded,or.no, If it be com- 
manded, then why. do not the Diſfenters practiſe 
it? Bur if it be not commanded (as moſt cer- 
tainly it is not) then there may be ſomething law- 
fully done, as a Circumſtance of, or even an Ap- 
pendage to God's Worſhip, which God has not par- 
ticularly injoined, provided it to be not either expli- 
citly, ar implicitly forbidden, And conſequently, 
tis very lawful for us of the Eſtabliſhed Church 
to uſe the Matters in diſpute between us and the 


2 ( f ) Pag. 18, 


F 


„ Diſſen- 


62 Defence of te Chap. XII. 
Diſſenters; becauſe the Matters in diſpute between 
us and them are, not Worſhip, but only ſuch cir- 
cumſtances of Worſhip, as may be lawfully us'd ; 
ſince God has no where forbidden them either ex- 
plicitly, or implicitly ; tho he has not Face h 
commanded them. ; 

But I ſhall not enlarge any farther upon this mat- 
ter; Which is ſufficiently handled in the 3d. Cha- 
pter of the Abridgment of the London Caſes: where- 
in the Caſe of Nadab and Abibu is particularly 
conſidered; and evident proof is 17 8. that our 
Savior himſelf, and his Apottles did uſe ſuch things 
in God's Worſhip, as God had not particularly 
commanded. And this, to be ſure; they would 
by no means have done; if it were ſinful fo to do, 
as you pretend. 3 

Nor is there any Oburch in the World, but 
what uſes diverſe irtumſtances of Morſhip, which 
God has not particularly commanded. Nay, the 
Diſſenters themſelves (if it be ſinful ſo to do) are 
as certainly guilty of chis ſin; as we of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church. For as our Kneeling at the Sa- 
crament is not particularly commanded by God, 
ſo neither is their Sitting; as our Surplice is not 
particularly commanded; ſo neither is their Cloak; 
as our Praying by a Form is (in their opinion) not 
particularly commanded, o neither i is their Praying” 
Extempore, &c. 

But I will add nothing” more; bereue the Ge 
nerality of the Diſſenters do in this, as well as many 
other Points, differ in Opinion from you: and I. 
have formerly (g) told you (tho you theught it 
adviſable to Ude no notice of it) that Mr. 'Boyſe 
himſelf, a Learned Diſſenting — faies, Te 
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ries; ſince it would condemn.. a great many pruden- 
tial Orders practiſed both by them and us, and in- 
deed by all Churches in the World, The truth is, 
tis ſuch a wild and extravagant Notion, as would, 
render Communion with every Church that ever 
was, or now. is, or ever ſhall: hereafter be in the 
World, utterly unlawful and ſinful to us. And 
for that reaſon, were there no other, it do's. moſt, 
effectually confute it ſelt. Tat onotartts 
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That the Schiſin between the Eſtabliſhed Church 
and the Diſſenters, is to be charg'd on the Diſ- 
ſenters fide, oe, 


WII then; ſince I have fully anſwer'd all your 
Objections to. the Contrary ; it appears, 
that the Eſtabliſned Church of England do's not 
impoſe apy, ne unlawful Term of Lay-Commu- 
nion with her. And conſequently, the Diſſenters 
are, and muſt. be acknowledge d to be, arrant Schiſ- 
matics, upon your qwn Principles, and by your 
own. Confeflion. Becauſe you have openly. and 
plainly declar'd, that the Schiſm is to be charg'd 
on the Dillenters ſide, if the Terms of Lay-Com- 

munion with the Eſtabliſhed Church be lawful, _ 
But, whether you will now abide by your for- 
mer Confeflion, or no; yet, ſince the Terms of 
our Lay-Communion are lawtul, the Diſſenters are 
 Schiſmatics notwithſtanding. , Becauſe tis impoſ- 
ſible for them (this Principle being prov'd and 
ſuppos d true) to eſcape the force of one at leaſt 
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of e Arguments, gen ve againſt them 


in my Diſcourſe of Schiſm. For, 
2 1. 1 prov d, That thoſe Perſons are Schiſmatics, 
who 'do either without a lawful call uſurp tile Mi- 


1 niſterial Office; or ſtand by and abet ſuch Uſurpers. 
it Now I prov'd, that the Diſſenting "Teachers do 
"ny thus uſurp the Miniſterial Office, and that their 


Followers do ſtand by and abet ſuch Uſurpers, by 
proving the neceſſity of Epiſcopal Ordination; 
whereas the Diſſenting Teachers are ordain d by 
Presbyters without Biſhops. © 
Now in anſwer to this you (a) endeavor to 
prove, that a Biſhop and a Presbyter are one and 
the ſame thing. And what then? Was my Ar- 
gument grounded upon the Contrary. Suppoſition? 
0; for tho! tis evident as the Light, that 'a Bi- 
ſhop and a Presbyter are of diſtinct Orders; and 
thoſe Arguments by which you endeavor to prove 
the Contrary, are ſo abſurd and ridiculous, that 
they need no Anſwer ; yet yon very well know, 
that I did not inſiſt upon this. For I expreſſy 
told you, that I would ſuppoſe a Biſhop and a 
Presbyter, to be of the ſame Order, and yet prove 
the Nullity of Ordinations without t I then 
called s Biſpip not w ichſtanding. For T'condefcended 
0 far, as to ſuppoſe, that what I call a Biſhop, is 
nothing elſe but the Chief Presbyter or Biſhop, 
or the -Preſident or Moderator of the Presbyters, 
ot Biſhops: and then I prov'd the neceflity of 
the Impoſition of his Hands in particular. And I 
challeng'd you to give ſo much as one ſingle In- 
ſtance of any one Perſon in ſix hundred years af- 
ter Chriſt, whoſe Orders were accounted Valid by 
the Catholie Church; tho he receiv'd not the 
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Chiap. XIII. Drſtoarſe of Schifm, &c. 65 
Impoſition of that Perſon's Hands in particular, 
who was the Chief, the Preſident or Moderator 
of the Presbyters or Biſhops; and for that reaſon 
was called The Biſbop by way of Eminence and 
Diſtinction from the reſt. But thoſe things you 
durſt not meddle with. Not one ſyllable of an- 
ſwer have you return'd to any part of them. No; 
you are for confuting that which is no part of my 
Argument, and letring the Argument it- ſelf ſlip 
away without taking any the leaſt notice of it, 
But ſuch crafty doings are too common with Mr. 
Sb lll. kts Bas S 

However my Argument is firm and good, till 
it be anſwer d; and conſequently the Diſſenters 
are prov'd Schiſmatics by it. Becauſe the Diſ- 
fenting Teachers are Uſurpers of the Miniſterial 
Office, and their Followers do abet and ſtand by 
ſuch Uſurpers. en Wop e oft. 
2. I ſhew'd, That tho' your Paſtors as well as 

ours, were validly Ordain'd ; yet we the Eſta- 
bliſhed Clergy, are the only proper Paſtors of the 
people. And conſequently, the Diſſenting Pa- 
ſtors and People are Schiſmatics, for oppoſing us 
the Clergy of the Eſtabliſhed Church, who are the 
only proper Paſtors of the People.. 
But you (b) ſay, that none can be the proper 
Paſtor of any Man, but he whom that Man has 
made ſuch by a Perſonal Choice. And indeed, 
had you prov'd this, which you ſo confidently af- 
firm, you had done ſomething. But in truth this 
is a moſt falſe and unſcriptural Notion: and I 
challenge you to prove it from any part of the 
Bible. Tis, I confeſs, a Popular Plea, which is 
now a daies much in faſhion, and makes à great 
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66 A Defence e uh%, Chap. XIII. 
noiſe among ignorant People: but tis all a cheat 
and impoſture at the Bottom. 
However, ſuppoſe it true; yet did not Þ prove; 
that we were a ſetled Eſtabliſned Church; and 
that the Diſſenting Paſtors roſe up in oppoſition 
to us, and drew away our People from us; and 
that this practice was Schiſmatical? Why + was 
nothing of all this anſwer'd? Not one ſyllable 
have you offer d to confute that which I ſo largely 
and fully provd. Wherefore, till what I have 
ſaid is unravell'd, and my Argument overthrown; 
it continues a plain Proof, that the Diſſenters are 
Schiſmatics: Begauſe without any neceſſity they 
have oppos' d the Eſtabliſhed Clergy; who are the 
only proper Paſtors of the People. 
Z:. Tho it were granted, that your Paſtors; as 
well as ours, are validly Ordain'd ; and that your 
Paſtors as well as ours, are the proper Paſtors of 
the People: yet I ſhew'd, that your Paſtots and 
People are Schiſmatics norwithſtanding. Becauſe 
tis thro” their fault, that we are ſo miſerably di- 
vided into oppoſite parties, &. Which Diviſion L 
have prov d to be Schiſmatical. due 2107) 
But ſay (c) you, Surely this can he ns right. Notion 
of Schiſm, And Why? Even for this moſt- wiſe: 


Reaſon, Becauſe their may. be ſome. diſorder in Chriſt's 


Kingdom,” and peace | in Satan's, That is, (Becauſe 
there may be ſome diſorder in Chriſt's Kingdom; 


therefore a diviſion of the Subjects of Chriſt's SH 
1 


dom into oppoſite parties, Oc. is not Schiſm. 

thus, Becauſe there may be peace in Satan's King- 
dom; therefore the Want of peace in Chriſt's King- 
dom, is not Schiſm. I am heartily aſham'd to an- 
ſwer ſuch Objections. I e e pe 
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Chap: XIII. Diſcourſe of Schiſw, 8c. 67 
However, notwithſtanding this ridiculous Rea- 
ſon to the Contrary, ' the Argument which I us'd, 
ſtill ſtands firm and good; and evidently proves, 
that the Diſſenters are Schiſmatics. Becauſe they 
have divided us into oppoſite Parties, & c. which 
moſt unhappy Diviſion had never been, had not 
the Diſſenters both begun and continued it, wich- 
out any juſt ground or reaſon in the World. 
Thus you fee,” that one at leaſt of thoſe three 
Arguments urg d in the Diſcourſe of Schiſm, muſt 
convict you of this Crying Sin; upon ſuppoſition 
that our Terms of Lay-Communion are lawful,” 
Which Principle, I think, is extremely manifeſt 
from what has been ſaid in the foregoing Chapters; 
and from the joint Confeſſion of the Generality 
of the Diſſenting Teachers, Writers and People, 
throughout the Nation, which is ſhewn at large 
in the Diſcourſe of Schiſm, and of which you have 
not dar'd to deny one ſingle 8 e en 03 
But you (4) object, that one Daf of tbe Diſ- 
ſenters never were of the Church of England. But 
how do's it appear, that they never were of us?. 
Fle warrant, becauſethey did never join in Commu- 
nion with us. Suppoſe this true, Sir; will his 
excuſe them? Suppoſe that one half of the Na- 
tion never were obedient to her Majeſty ; are they 
not diſturbers of her Majeſties Peace? No, per- 
haps you'l ſay, becauſe they never did otherwiſe. 
And do you think, this would be thought a ſuffi- 
cient Plea? If all the Diſſenters were not of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, yet they ought to have been of 
it. And certainly, their being Schiſmatics from 
their Infancy, is no proof that they are not Schiſs* 
matics at all. However, this do's nor leſſen the 
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68 © A'Defence of tb Chap. XIII. 
fault of thoſe, who did once join in Communion 
with us, and left us afterwards. Now this is the 
Caſe of the far greater part of the Diſſenters 
throughout the Nation, whatever you may pre- 
tend or ſay to the Contrary. And conſequenth/, 
all thoſe Diſſenters are Schiſmatics, notwithſtahds: 
ing this vain Pretence which you make in favor 
of a few others. 1 10 bacon haf Nuss 00 
- You (e) ask me, How .it 4 greater fault in jou 
#0: ſeparate from us, than 'tis in ut to ſeparata m 
the Church of Rome? I anſwer, that when yau 
have prov'd any one Term of Lay-Communian + 
with us to be unlawful, we willl grant your Sepas/ 
ration from us to be as juſt; as Qurs is from them 
/ Bur, ſay (f) you, I cant but make it ' my. bumble: 
Requeſt to the Sons of the New | Church, ſeriouſly: to 


—_— 


—— I Fae nate + | — nano 
(e) Pag. 80, (F) pag. 82. (g) P. 96. 


, 
„ 
4 
1 
* 

* 
1 


Chap. XIII. Diſconrſe of Sthiſm, c. 69 
cannot. Not we, but you are the Schiſimatics. The 
Apoſtle; I'm ſure, laits the ſin at their door. who 
'cauſe- it. Therefore, jou are the Men. And (a- 
gain, Who ſhould yield, if theſe things are indiffes 
rent, yon or wer? e cannot, becauſe we do not | at» 
count them indifferent: you ſay they ate; then tis your 
Auy to vield to ut in 311 matter. Now all this 4s 
founded upon a Suppoſitlon, that if our Impoſi- 
tions, vi. a Form of Prayer, the Surplice, the 
Croſs, in Baptiſm, and the like, were laid aſide, the 
Churches wounds would then be healed. But we 
thaye too much ſad experience to confute every 
ſyllable of this Pretence. For when the Liturgy 
way wholly put, down, and forbid by an Ordi- 
nance of the then Uſurping Powers; yet there 
Was mote Schiſm at that time in England, than be- 
fore. So that if Experience ouglit to ſway our 
Judgments, the Impoſition of the Church Licur- 
gy, Cc. is the readieſt way to cure Schiſm amongſt 
us. The truth on't is; as long as Men are of your 
Independent Prineiples, there can be no ſuch thing 
as Peace in the Church. But if Men will lay a- 
ſide Independency, and then acknowledge, that 
1 ought to obey their Superiors in things in- 
different, we may certainly have Peace, aſſoon as 
ever their Practice agrees with their Principles. And 
As for the Churches Impoſition of indifferent 
things, notwithſtanding the ſcruples of ſome 
called Weak Brethen, it has been ſo largely and 
plainly juſtify'd by Dr. Sherlock, in his Vindica- 
ion of the Rights of Eccleſiaſtical Authority, 8&6, 
that nothing more needs be ſaid in anſwer to that 
Objection, - 


18 LE FY G n 


(b) Pag. 97. 
: For 
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For my part I have ſeriouſly conſidered the ſeve- 
ral Defences of Non- Conformity, which have 
been written by the moſt Eminent Patrons and 
Champions of it; and yet I cannot fee any one 
thing, that can be pleaded in your favor. As for 
your ſelf, you do (i) allow, That the Act of To- 
ration-do'snot alter the Caſe ; and you have ow d, 
that if our Terms of Lay-Communion be Law. 
ful, the Diſſenters. are Schiſmatics. So that this 
Point of the Lawfulneſs of the Terms of our 'Lay- 
Communion being gain'd (as I am ſure it +): your 
Cauſe is utrerly deſperate by your Confeflion,” and 
upon your own Principles. 
I ſhall add in the Laſt place, that you your 
ſelf have taken moſt effectual Care to prove, that 
all the Diſſenters in England are Schiſmaticsf even 
whilſt you did not think on't. For you (EY tell 
us roundly, that Where there is true Doctrine, right 
Diſcipline, and commanded Worſhip ; there it @ true 
Church, and there you ſhould abide, Tf you depavt 
for little things, you ſin againſt Chriſt, and are guilty 
of unjuſt Separation; that is, of downright Schiſm. 
The Queſtion therefore is, whether the Eſtabliſſled 
Church has true Doctrine, right Diſcipline, and 
commanded Worſhip, or no. NIAID 
As for our Doctrine, it is ſo true, that you very 
much blame ſome Clergymen, - whom you ſuppoſe 
to have departed from it. And as for our Wor- 
ſhip, tho' the Circumſtances of it are not the ſame 
amongſt us, as amongſt the Diſſenters; but are un- 
commanded, as theirs alſo are; yet the Worſhip it 
ſelf is the fame which the Diſſenters do acknow- 
ledge to be commanded, by practiſing it chem. 
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ſelves. - The only difficulty therefore muſt be con- 


cerning our Diſcip line 


Now, if by right Diſcipline you mean a right 
Exerciſe of line, when offenders .are cons 
ricted: tis plain, that the Church of England has 
jt: - But, if you mean an Actual thorow Exerciſe 
of Diſcipline upon all offenders whatſoever ; whe. 
ther they be convicted or no; tis plain, that nei- 
ther the Eſtabliſhed Church, nor any other Church 
upon Earth, ought to have it. For tis Tyranny 
to puniſn thoſe Perſons, who were never convicted 
of any: Crime. But then, if by right Diſcipline 
yon mean; that all Offenders be convicted, and 
puniſhed'; tis plain, that no Church upon Earth 
could ever have it! I am ſure, the Diſſenters, not- 
withſtanding their mighty Pretences to Diſcipline, 
haue it not. Nor indeed is the Actual Exerciſe 
of Diſcipline upon all notorious offenders, neceſ- 
ſary to the being of a true Church. For the Church 
of Corinth was a true, tho' it was a faulty Church, 
whilſt the inceſtuous Perſon was unpuniſhed, and 
the Lord's Supper was ſhamefully abuſed. Wherefore 
we have right Diſcipline enough for the being of a 


true Church; nay, we have more right Diſcipline 


than the Diſſenters, notwithſtanding their clamors 
about our Want of Diſcipline : tho' it muſt be 
confefled, that by reaſon of the backwardneſs of 
many, particularly the Diſſenters, who pretend to 
know ſo much of the Vices of our Members, and 
yet inſtead of helping forward a Reformation, will 
do nothing but rail at the Church for the Want 
of it; I ſay, by reaſon of the backwardneſs of ſome 
Perſons, we have not ſo much of the Actual Exer- 


ciſe of Diſcipline, as we our ſelves do moſt hearti- 
Iy deſire. — a 
| "Tis 
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Tis plain chen; that we have true Doctrine; 
right Diſcipline, and commanded Worſhip; and 
conſequently: we are a true Church. And if we 
be a true Church, then the Diſſenters ought td 
abide with us, by your own Confeſſion. For if 
they depart for little things (and Lam ſure,there can 
be no great ones; where nothing; finful:is injoin d) 
then they ſin againſt Chriſt in ſo doing, and are 
guilty of an unjuſt Separation 
In ͤa word, I have abundantly proved the Law. 
fulneſs of the Terms of Lay: Communion with us 
and the ſame is generally granted by all the Diſ- 
ſenters throughout the Nation: and therefore by the 
force of my Arguments in the: Diſcourſe of Schiſm; 
and by your on plain Confeſſion, in your pre- 
tended Anſwer to it, the Diſſenters are moſt cer- 
tainly Schiſmatics; becauſe they hive made an un- 
juſt, unneceſſary, and cauſleſs Separation from us. 


— — —— 
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2 C H AP., XIV. 
Two of Mr. Shepherd's groſs Untruths 


Nair now remains, but that I take notice 
LN of ſome Paſſages of your Book, which do 
not indeed touch the main Cauſe, but ought to be 
conſiderd notwithſtanding. Eſpecially becauſe 
my Reflection upon diverle of them will (L hope) 


diſcover'd. 


7 


very ſenſibly affect your Conſcience. 


F 14 


Jou (a) ſay, That the Clergy of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church muſt give the Lord's Supper to every Scandas 
lous Perſon, . and believe that every Perſon, that 
— — — — 


(a) pag. 66. 
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i buried in the Church-yard is gone to Heaven. In theſe 
words you have affirm'd two things, which you 
know to be notorious. untruths, For, . . 
.» Firſt, whereas you ſay, that the Miniſters of the. 
Eſtabliſhed Church muſt give the: Lord's Supper to. 
every Scandalous Perſon ; you Fery well know, that 
what you ſay; is moſt groſly falſe. For you were 
once a Miniſter of the Eſtabliſned Church your. 
{elf ; and muſt therefore know the Contents of the 
Common-Prayer Book, and the Canons: in each of 
which the Eſtabliſh'd Clergy are ſo far from being 
oblig'd to give the Lord's Supper to every Scan- 
dalous: Perſon, that they, are ſtrictly forbid ſo to 


x... M el 
„the Caſe is 


— 


As for the Common- Prayer Book 
clear from the ſecond and third Rubrics before 
the Communion Office. The words are theſe. 

And if an of thoſe be an open and notorious Euil 
liver, or have done any wrong to his Neighbors, by 
word or deed, ſo that the Congregation be thereby of- 
fended ; the Curate having knowledge thereof "ſhall 
call him and. advertiſe him, that in any wiſe he pre- 
ſume not to come to the Lord's Table, until be oth 
openly. declared | himſelf to hawe truly repented and 
amended his former naughty life, that the Congrega- 
tion may thereby be ſatisfy'd, ' which before were . 
fended ; and that he bath recompenſed the Parties to 
whom. be hath done wrong; or at leaſt declare himſelf 
to be in full purpoſe ſo to do, as ſoon as he conveniently 
Wap, 14. | 1 Lat | 
| The ſame. order ſhall the Curate uſe with thoſe, 
betwixt whom be perceiveth malice and hatred to reign, _ 
not ſuffering them to be partakers of the Lord's Table, 
until be know them to be reconciled. And if one of 
the Parties ſo at variance be content to forgive from the 
bottom of his beart all that the other bath treſpaſſed 
it. F a gainſt 
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againſt him, and to make amends for that he himſelf 
hath offended ; and the other Party will not be per- 
ſuaded to a godly Unity, but remain ſtill in bis fro- 
wwardneſs and malice : the Miniſter in that caſe _ ought 
to admit the penitent Perſon to the holy Comm 
and not him that is obſtinate. « OC] is that 
Miniſter ſo repeliing any, as is ſpecified in this or the 
next e of this Rubrick „ Jhall be ob- 
liged to give an account of the ſame to the Ordinary, 
within f daies after at the fartheſt. And the 
Ordinary ſhall proceed againſt the offending Perſon according 
to the Canon. 15. AN 
As for the Canons, the Six and twentieth of 
them runs thus. 


CAN. XXVI. 
Notorious Offenders not to be admitted to the 


Communion, 


TO Miniſter ſhall in any wiſe admit to the re- 
1 N ceiving of the holy Communion, any of his Cure 
or Flock, which be openly known to live in fin noto- 
rious without repentance, nor any who have malici- 
ouſly and openly contended with their Neighbors, until 
they be reconciled : Nor any e or Sideſ- 
men, who having taken their Oaths to preſent to their 
Ordinaries all ſuch public Offences, as they are particu- 
larly charged to inquire of in their ſeveral Pariſhes, 
ſhall (notwithſtanding their ſaid Oaths, and that their 
faithful diſcharging of them is the chief means, where- 
by public Sins and Offences may be reformed and pu- 
niſhed) wittingly and wilfully, deſperately and irreli- 
giouſly incur the horrible Crime of Perjury, either in 
neglecting or in refuſing to preſent ſuch 75 the aid 
Enormities and public Offences, as they know them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves to be committed in their ſaid Pariſhes, vr are noto- 
riouſly offenſive to the Congregation there alths* they 
be urged by ſome of their Neighbors, or by tbeir Mi- 
niſter, or by the Ordinary himſelf, to diſcharge thei Con- 
ſciences by preſenting dew; not to inxur ſo deſperate- 
ly the ſaid horrible Sin Perjur r. 

Now the Common-Prayer Book (and conſe- 
quently-thoſe Rubrics, which require all the Clergy 
of the Eſtabliſhed Chureh to deny the Lord's Sup- 
— to Scandalous Perſons) is confirmed by Acts of 
Parliament. And the Bobk of Canons (and con- 
ſequently, Canon the 26th, which requires the ſaid 
Clergy not to admit notorious Offenders to the 
Communion) is confirmed by the Letters Patents 
of K. James I. which Confirmation makes them 
2 part of the Statute-Law of the Realm by the 
25 Hen. 8. c. 19. So that both the Eccleſiaſtical 
and Statute. Laws do oblige the Clergy to deny the 
Lord's Supper to Scandalous Perſons. Nor is there 
any the leaſt ſyllable; either of Eccleſiaſtical or of 
Statute-Law, which requires or allows the con- 
trary. And with what face then can you Preach 
and Print this moſt ſhameleſs Untru nh? 

But I can gueſs; what Anſwer will be returned 
to all this. It is commonly reported in and about 
Colcbeſter (and perhaps by Mr. Shepherd himſelf) 

that Mr. Shepherd was ſafpended by Dr. Barlow 
Biſhop of Lincoln, for denying 'the Lord's Sup- 
per to a Scandalous Perſon.; and that for that rea- 

ſon he forſook the Eſtabliſhed Church, and became 

a Diſſenting Teacher. Now this ſeems a clear 

Anfwer, in the judgment of ſome Perſons, to what 
1 have alledged above. But to this I reply; That 

no Law in the World, either of God or Man, 

do's impower an Engliſh Biſhop to ſuſpend that Cler- 

gytman, who acts „ the Canons * 
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brics of the Eſtablifhed Church: Nay, tis directly 
contxary to the Laws both of God and Man, for 
à Biſhop te ſuſpend any Man for ſo acting. And 
if any Biſhop dos for this reaſon ſuſpend a Clergy- 
man, ſuch a Suſpenſion is unjuſt; illegal and arbi- 
trary. Nor is it to be charged upon our Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Conſtitution, any more than the unjuſt, 
illegal and arbitrary actions of a Juſtice of the 
Peace, or other Civil Officer, are to be charged 
upon our Civil Conſtitutio n 


Navy, the Diſſenters themſelves are as liable to 
this Objection as the Eſtabliſhed Clergy. For ſup- 
poſe any Juſtice of the Peace ſhould require a Diſ- 
ſenting - Preacher to Adminiſter, the Lord's Supper 
to a Man that is a Scandalous liver, and upon refuſal 
mould ſhut up the Meeting- Houſe Doors, and af- 
terwards commit him to Goal; I would fain know _ 
whether ſuch an Arbitrary, illegal and unjuſt action 
would make the Diſſenters think, that. it is unlaw- 
ful for a Man to be a preacher amongſt them. For 
why, fay Yz he is puniſhed, if he do's not: deliver 
the dacrament to 4; Scandalous. Perſon.” But the 
Diſſenters will reply, That they. can't help the il- 
legal arbitrary and unjuſt actions of any particu- 
lar Juſtice of the Peace. Nis ſufficient, ſaies he, 
that our Rules and Methods do not oblige our Mi- 
niſters to ſuch actions; and if they ſuffer for act - 
ing according to their own, Conſciences, and our 
own ſetled Rules, thè. Juſtice of Peace that cauſes 
the Suffering, mutt anſwer for it. Now, even thus 
I defend the Church of England in this Cate be- 
ſore us, Suppoſe Mr. Shepherd were ſuſpended by 
Biſhop Bark, for denying the Lord's Supper to 
a Scandalous Perſon; Why then Biſhop Barlow was 
guilty of an illegal, arbitraty and unjuſt action. But 
his fault isonot to be charged on our Faces on 
18120 2 On- 
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Conſtitution; and tis: ſufficient; for the Defence 
of our Church in this Caſe, that her Rule is right; 
and if Mr. Shepherd ſuffexed unjuſtly for acting ac- 
cording to the Rule of the Church, and che Di- 
ates of his Conſcience gn purſuance of that Rule; 
then Biſhop Barlow, who ſuſpended him, muſt an- 
ſwer for ik. et; ay 295 MG LS (14 8 Itter, 
Jou ſee, Sir, how fairly chis Objection is an- 
ſwered, even upon ſuppoſition that Biſhop Barlow: 
had really ſuſpended; you for deny ing ther Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper to a >candalous;Perion. 
You ſee alſo, that tho' the; Matter of Fact in your 
particular Caſe were granted to be as tis pretended, 
yet you have been guilty of a notorious Falſhood 
in ſaying, that the, Miniſters of the Eſtabliſhed: 
Church muſt, give the Lorg:s Supper to every. Scan- 
dalous, Perſon. For it appears, that we are no other- 
wiſe obliged ſo to do, chan the Dillenting Mini- 
ſters themſelves; Who are as liable to the unjuſt, 
illegal and arbitrary actions of their Superiors, as 
the Eſtabliſhed. Clergy are: 
But then, If this Caſe of yours be as cis, pre- 
tended, che Memory of Biſhop Barlo muſt ſtink. 
For, tho the Argument drawn, from this pretend- 
ed Matter of Fact be ſufficiently anſwered; yet 
there remains a great Blot upon a very great Man 
now in his 8 and conſequently not able to 
juſtify - himſelf to the World,. Wherefore L am 
obliged in Juſtice, to that innocent Prelate, and for 
an effecyal Reply to ſome noiſy Diſſenters, and 
for the fuller Juſtificatiqn of our Eccleſiaſtical Con- 
ſtitution, to diſcover that, Which otherwiſe could | 
not have been extorted from me. And if you. fuf- 
ter by, the; relation of fg much Naked tnich, you 
may chank. your FI, GL IRus Admirers, for the 
SonSth 2 oc ca- 
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occaſion ; that is, the abſolute and unavoidable ne- 
ceflleyiofie;r e 9486 910108 Hagnrl ee 
The thing IT am to ſay, is plainly this, Tou were 
vot ſuſpended for denying the Lord's Supper to @ Scan- 
dalous Perſon; hut upon a quite different account; 
viz. for refuſing to appear at Biſhop Barlow's Tri- 
ennial Viſitation, upon the 18th. day of Auguſt 
1690. And you ſtood thus ſuſpended about the 
ſpace of forty days. 1; AIVY ee 
Then you were cited to appear at the Biſhop's 
Court at Buckden, upon Fan. 31ſt. 1690, But be. 
cauſe you would nor appear, a Citation vis & mo- 
du was decreed ; and then you appear'd at Buckden, 
upon Feb. Tyth. 1690. And your Contumacy, 
and diverſe Irregularities in matters of Conformity, 
and a breach of your Oath of Canonical Obedience, 
were objected againſt you. You confeſs d the truth 
of all theſe Obje&jons, ſubmitted your ſelf, pro- 
mis'd that you would be obedient, &. and then 
your Suſpenſion was taken off —|\ :. 
But yet, notwithſtanding your Solemn Promiſe, 
you would not reform: And for that reaſon you 
were cited to appear again at the ſame place, upon 
March g th. 1690. But you would not appear. The 
Court was adjourn'd to the Afternoon : But-no Mr, 
Shepherd came. It was then adjourn'd to the roth, 
of the ſame Month; and had you not then ap- 
pear'd ; a Schedule of Excommunication was pre- 
. be read. But you then vouchſafed to ap- 
r; and upon another Promiſe of Amendment, 
you were diſmiſs d again. But afterwards, you left 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, and became a Diſſenting 


. 


Teacher, * Pte. FL. 2389 2 
Now had you believ'd that the Subſcriptions you 
had formerly made, and the Oath of any" 
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dience, which you had formerly taken, was unlaw- 
| : ſomething might have been ſaid in your De- 
nce. But this was not your Caſe. For you ac- 
knowledg'd, that you had violated your Subſcripti« 
ons, and broken your Oath, even at that very time 
when you own'd, that it was lawful for you to ob- 
ſerve them. Nay,you were ſo far from thinking them 
unlawful, that you ſolemnly renew'd them in open 
Court. And yet you broke them again, and again 
renew'd them in open Court. But ſoon after you 
broke them again, and ran away to the Diſſenters. 
Thus then it appears, that it was not againſt your 
Conſcience toConform j but it ſeems, you have ſuch 
a Conſcience, as gave you free leave to violate your 
Subſcriptions, Promiſes and Oaths, as often as you 
pleas'd ; tho at the ſame time you knew and con- 
feſs d, you were bound in Conſcience to keep them, 
And I hope, the Diſſenters in and about this Place, 
will now be conviac'd, how much they have gain'd 
by ſuch a Convert as your ſelf, who have acknow- 
ledg'd your ſelf in open Court to have been a Liar, 
and a perjur'd Perſon diverſe times. 
I ͤmuſt add, that this Relation which I have 
given, is not built upon Reports; but drawn from 
the Acts of the Court in which you were pre- 
ſented: and that I have a Copy of all the Proceed- 
ings now by me ; which I will at any time ſhew 
to any Perſon whatſoever, who deſires to be ſatiſ- 
fy'd of the truth of what I have ſaid. 

To conclude this Point; Whatſoever Miniſter 
do's perfonally know the Vices.of any one that 
comes to the Lord's Table, or do's. receive infor- 
mation of fuch Vices from any credible” Perſon, 
who will ſtand to the proof of them, may and muſt 
(if he has any Conſcience) deny ſuch an' one the 
Lord's Supper; becauſe 2 is requir'd ſo to do vy 
\ 4 e 
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the Laws and Canons, both of Church and State. 
But if neither the Miniſter perſonally knows them; 
nor any credible Perſon will object them, and ſtand 
to the proof of them; tis unreaſonable and bar- 
barous to deny any Man the benefit of that Holy 
Gin „%u eee 
2. Whereas you ſay, That the Miniſters of the 
Eſtabliſned Church muſt believe, that every Perſon 
that is buried in the Church-yard, is gone to Hea- 
ven; you know that this is falſe alſo, For the 
Words, In ſure and certain * 2 of the Reſurrect ion 
to eternal Life, upon which, I ſuppoſe, this Ob- 
jection is grounded, may moſt certainly be under- 
ſtood, not of that particular Perſon's Reſurrection 
unto eternal Life; but of the General Reſurrection 

at the laſt day; when thoſe that are good ſhall riſe 
to eternal Life. And if they may be ſo under- 
ſtood, tis a Falſhood to ſay, that the Eſtabliſhed 
Clergy muſt underſtand them in a quite different 
fenſe. Eſpecially ſince neither the Church her ſelf, 
nor the Writers of her Communion, do ſo explain 
them; and farther, ſuch an Explication of them is 
utterly inconſiſtent with the Doctrine of the Church 
in many other place. | 
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Whether, the S ermons of the Diſſenters, are prefer. 
le ro thoſe of the Eſtabliſbed Church. 


| 7 OU (a) ſay, Outpreach aud Ouilive Ibe Diſſenters, 
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n and ibe People: ill. believe you the Apoſtles Suc- 
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Now-as for the Lives of the Diſſenting Teachers, 
I have already declar'd my Opinion concerning 
them: and for their Preaching, I am perſuaded 5 
that none who underſtand what good Preaching is, 
will dare to pefer it before that of the Eſtablihed 
Clergy. But you, as if our preaching were into- 
lerably bad, and that of the Diſſenters extremely 
good, have roundly (b) told us, That the land has 
groan'd under the .. Want of it (viz, the Diſſent- 
ers Preaching) and has been, from Bartholomew 
1662, fi nking deeper and deeper into profaneſs, to 
this very day. This is ſo groſs an Abuſe of the 
whole Body of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy, and ſuch 
à falſe and extravagant Commendation of the Non- 
Conformiſt Preachers, as ought to be taken notice. 
of. And therefore I think it my Duty to ſet the 
Matter in a true light; and then I am content, that 
ſuch Non- Conformiſts as are of your Mind (tho 
Jam willing to believe they are not many) ſhould- 
make the beſt advantages they can. 27 un. 
Out᷑ Nations groans under the Want of theſe Dic. 
ſenters Preaching commenced, it ſeems, at the Feaſt 
of St. Bartholomew 1662: and conſequently, in 
your Judgment, there was moſt excellent Preach- 
ing before that fatal time. Whereas I believe there 
was ſcarce ever ſuch intolerable ſtuff utter'd in Pul- 
pits, as in thoſe days. This will appear abundantly. 
(not to trouble the Reader with . from the 
following Sample. | 
Mr. Nicholas Lockyer was in thoſe. timer denen 
a Perſon, fit to enjoy (e) the Provoſtſhip of Eton 
College, which is one of the moſt Honorable and 
2 Preferments in the whole Kingdom: 
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And for that reaſon we may believe he was thought 
a very Conſiderable Perſon by the then Uſurping 
Powers. Now this Man has publiſhed ſeveral Col- 
lections of Sermons under different Titles, our of 
which I ſhall tranſcribe a few Paſſages. Chriſt 
(ſaies 2 hay * 4 * to come to thee, and 
comfort the it, tho be bold bis Noſe, 
while be be * — thy Sinking naſty Soul. (e) The 


wery. ſhew of their | countenance doth teftify againſt 


them, The wanton Eye, the fiery Eye, the drowſy, 
walling Eye, the burly Malmſy Noſe, &c. teſtify a= 
gainſt thouſands, &c. (F) Paſſion 5 is the Devil's Glaſs- 
bouſe, Black. fire-workmen are at it in this Soul, day 
and night.  *Tis the Devil's Sin-mould, &c. 8 peaking: 
— the ron to A — ( g) ſaies, Expt dirty 
| be way is narrow ; tis ſa 
16 Ham Pa rm. *. tearing Thorns and. Briers 
2 both fades, touching one another, that tis hard to 
make one ſtep Skin-whole, Can ye "bear theſe ſayings 8 
Can ye bear ſuch doings? Can ye bear, until your Backs. 
ale? Can ye bear, till your Backs: break? &c. oo, 
lb big are all @ thankful Man's Mercies, and how 
little he s How tall and proper every Mercy, and 
what a dwarf be? How good is every piece, but 
tbe midale piece? (i) God lays out coſt on a Dunghil, 
and makes it a ſtately Throne. Exclaiming againſt 
Enigland's Ingratitude for God's Mercies, __ ( 
ſaies, Let us all mourn and take on. We are all be- 
bink bend with God, Fhe Chriſtian World is become 
bankrupt,, quite broke, makes no return to God of bis 
n He it Hauing « out 3 to ſeixe _ wer d 
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(* aka $ Chriſt 8 88 with the Church Militant. 
Lond. 16 4+ p. 45. (e) His Divine Diſcovery of Sincerity, ibid; 
p. C4. ( 5 Balm for Bleeding Eng, &c. ibid. p. 186. (g) Bid. 
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Goods, | 
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Goods, Life; and will be put off no longer. Bloudy 
Bayliffs are abroad for bad Debtors, all the Chriſtian 
World over. Chriſtians are broke, and make no re- 
turn; God is breaking of all, He cannot have what 
be would have, what he ſhould have, He will tale 
what he can get. For Mon he will take Goods, 
Limbs, Arms, Legs. He will have his own out of 
our Shim, out of our Bloud, out of our Bodies and 
Souls, &c. (I) Love works richly, we work poorly. 
We let Love die in travel at our door, We are likely 
to make 4 goodly return of Love; are we not? Ve 
are laxih making our ſelves ready, when Love calls, 
and puts in her finger at Key-holes, and crannies, 
c. (m) We let Mercies, great Mercies, melt away 
in their own greaſe ; and make nothing of them for 
God's Glory, or our own good, As if great Favors. 
coſt God nothing, God's People nothing, or were worth. 
nothing. Heaven opens again, and our Eyes are ftill 
ſhut. God makes his Glory paſs by us, and we let it 
paſs, Green Mercies, raw Mercies, half Mercies, ha- 
ſtard Bleſſings will content us, when full Favors, 8c, 
(n) How ſparing of good Bloud is our good God ! Hon 


careleſs of bad ! Hou he doth drop in relief like Aqua 


vitæ, when we are ready to ſwoon, things go ſo ill 3 
Speaking of Chriſtian Perfection, he (a) ſaies, 
When the Image of God is full drawn, then is the 
piece remoyed, and ſet in God's Dining-Room. Chriſt 
ſets no raw ni in his Up-Room, He gives 
every piece its complement, that every piece may give 
it es, its full ornament, herein 2 Fw Ss 
\ 1 | 


f Heaven. 


Now that Mr. Lock r was not a Half. Cavalier, 
but a thorrow-paced Diſſenter, we learn from what 


* 


2 
2 * 
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= 


V. 
Muaſt the Common-Prayer Bob by public vote? 
How heavily brought on to judge it a. grievance? Hou 
heavily brought on to clip the Power of Biſhops t &cc. 
Nay, he is wonderfully zealous in comforting the 
godly Rebels, under the loſſes they ſometimies ſu- 
ſtained by the Loyal Party, () faying; — 

2 
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yon, it may be, have never a penn) in your punſe, 
tarce @ rag to wear, 10 Honſe to put y Head 
in; but live upan the mere Mercy of Friends, fon 
giving teſtimony to Chriſt's Cauſe, &. (r) But tber 
are joys within, which the World cannot giwe 
nor take. Have you loſt theſe too? Did the Cava 
liers take away all togetber? \ Money and Plate, and. 
Chriſt too? Ah! Poor Man; thou art quite undone 
indeed. Certainly the Devil was in thoſe- Cavaliers. 
' F+Wwoilld ſpeak. to ſuch from this Point, which. ard 
= undone $12 which have loſt all, Money and Foy. 
a 5, which have: many [ufferings upon them for Chriſt, 
and can make no joy out of them. Then he ſets 
Heaven before them, as the Reward of their Vil- 
lany ; and encourages them; in ſpite of all hard- 
ſhips, (N t manage their ſufferings. with a ſpirit of 
joy, conſidering, ſaies (t) he, that Yow ſhall Kill 
wickedneſs in Armor; Witkedneſs with @ brazen: 
face; 'Wickedneſs with a Head: piece, Bach- piece, Belly- 
piece; Wickegneſs \ wrapt in bon, in Armor from 
Head | to Foot'; \»Wickedneſs that is groen ſo wicked; 
that thinks ſhe has made ber. ſelf Musket proof, Cau- 
non proof againſt the Almighty... Sbeuld it not joy a 
Man to kill ſuch Wickedne/s *: & c. Should. it nat joy 
a Man to ſuffer any thing, to kill a Devil? Legions 
of; Devils? łincipnlities and Pwers ! &c;1\(u)>Me- 
thinks it ſhould. make, the inaſt fleſhly,; fearful Spirit 
in the Morid joy, to ſuffer an) thing, 10 belp ur- 


0 Pag. 130. fr) 2. 31. (J) P. 136. (4), Bid. (u) f. 5 
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bag NV. Diſcourſe of. Schiſu, &. 85 
ard ſuch noble Acts at theſe. To die in tbe pro- 


ſecut ion f a juſt Cauſe; ſuch a Death, is it not Liſe 
Such: Heart-bloud dropping forth, do's not every drop 


give back a Cordial to the Heart whence, it comes? 
Such Miſery, do's it not create its 0wn 7er? Can 
you not joy in ſuch Sufferings, as bring Cordials with 
them; ſuch Suffering are rather Joys than | Suffer- 
inge, they have ſo much Honor and Glory in them. 
I believe, the Life of tbe Beaſt, the Life of, all beaſt 
Micledneſa, depends much upon theſe wicked Wretches 
-which\\live in England. I it not time they Were 
dead? Should it not joy any one to ſuffer any thing, 
to ſend. ſuch to their, places? to damm up ſprings 
of wickedneſs * to cut off the Devil's right Hand e 
to pull down ſt rong ' Holds. of Hell 2. Nc. And in 
the Epiſtle he ſaies; Manage gouf Bloudy Buſineſs 
»bravely,: ye Souldiers of Cbriſt, in England and Ire- 
Jand. \ Te Lord of Hoſts is with hu Your Suf- 
Ferings are many; your Joy will be. great, Two 
Heavens are before you; one for . You and Poſterity 


here, another peculiarly, adorned for Sufferers unto Bloud 


above. ach 


Now would any Man believe it pollible for Chri- 


ſtians, even in cold Bloud (if ſuch Mens Bloud 


be evericold) and that even from the Pulpit too, 


in which they ought to preach the Goſpel of peace 
and love; to promiſe in the Name of Chriſt no- 
thing leſs than the Joys of Heaven to thoſe mer- 
cileſs Butchers of Mankind; who plundered, ruined, 
murdered and deſtroy d ſuch of their Neighbors, as 
durſt not join in the ſame curſed Enterprizes? One 
could not have expected, that ſuch Bloudy doings 
would be judged Meritorious on this ſide the Wa- 
ter; and that even by thoſe very Men, who cry 


- Out... Perſecution, Perſecution, if ever they be but 


ſlightly puniſhed for Faction and Dre by 
5 j their 


their lawful Superiors. Tis ſtrange, that thoſe 
who pretend the greareſt diſtance from Popery, 
ſhould ſo perfectly agree with Rome in their mon- 
ſtrous Barbarities. But in thoſe times nothing 
that was horrid, was ftrange. Many ſeemed to 
have put off Humanity, that they mighr be cloath- 
ed with ſuch Saintſhip 4s was then in faſhion. And 
ſuch Preachers as Mr. Lockyer were fit Perſons to 
lull their Conſciences afleep ; and inſtead of im- 
prefling on them à due ſenſe of their Crimes, to 
deceive them into a falſe opinion; that whilſt they 
fought for the Devil, and Killed their Governors 
and their Betters, they did God good ſervice. But 


to proceed. GS" 
MI. Lockyer pretends tb Propbeſy of their ſucceſs 
in theſe Helli e the Loyalifs, and 
even the King's own Perſon, (») ſaying, The great 
Shepherd is ſeparating between Sheep and Swine. Tares 
ſhall no longer ſtand among ſt the Wheat. Plucking 
tip by the Roots is come, Bleed under your condition, 
Sinners. The Duarrel this day in the Land; is be- 
teen Chriſt and rejected Perſons, There ſhould: not 
a ftroke be ſtruck more in the Land, were it not to 
cut off, that which is caſt off. Every Souldier is God's 
Bloud-hound. You will fee Wrath SINGLE OUT 
THE STRONGEST GOAT IN THE 
HERD, AND PULL HIM BT THE 
THROAT; Juſtice drink the Bloud of every Ju- 
das, and make Filii perditionis, filii perditi, the 
eateſt Men, in Miſery as deep as their Merit; Per- 
ons caſt off by God, cut off by Man. (x) Te Ma. 
lignants, ye ſeed of the Serpent; you ſay, You bade 
but a Life to loſe. I ſay, you have Souls to loſe. And 
God knows, thoſe Precious Reforming Saints went 
W 43 * e 
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Chap V. Diſcourſe of Sebiſmy de 65 
chrough with their Work, They murdered the 


"King, and Baniſhed his Children; and every Sub- 


je& that loved them and their Cauſe, was the ob- 

ct of their inveterate Malice. Inſomuch, that 
they did, in the moſt Literal ſenſe, remarkably fulfil 
another Prophecy of the fame Mr. Lockyer, () Ab! 
wicked Wrethes ! the Saints will be Devils to you 
bere. They will rend you, and tear you, and never 
let go their hold, . | 135 
6 And now I appeal to the Judicious Mr. Shepherd. 
Was not this moſt Powerful Preaching? Oh, how 
effectually did it ſtir up and quicken intheBreafts of 
the pretended Saints, the manifold Gifts and Graces 
of Rebellion, Sacrilege, &c. And yet you ſay, 
The Land has groaned under the Want of ſuch 
Preaching as this. What? Have the Saints 

daned to be at their old Sport again? And have 
the ungodly Churchmen groaned to be hunted once 
more by Mr. Lockyer's Bloud-hounds ; and to have 
the Throne, the Parliament-Houſes, the Pulpits, &c. 
poſſeſſed once more by Mr. Lockyer's Devils! Oh, 
let the Land groan again, let us all groan; yea 
let us groan perpetually, and never make an end 
of groaning, rather than live to ſee thoſe diſmal 
Times again. | 

But you (z) talk of the Reformation, that was 
made in ſixteen years before the Reſtoration. You 
had very good reaſon to call it Little; for I would 
fain know, from what Sins the Land was then re- 
formed, beſides the heinous and provoking Sins of 
Church-Union, Loyalty, &. I am ſure, imme- 
diately before thoſe ſixteen years, even whilſt the 
pretended Saints ruled the Roſt, Godly Mr. 
Lockyer (a) complains moſt heavily of ſome Bleeding 


(3) Pag. 17. () Of Separ. p. 33. (e) Balm, 9. 149. 
an 


88 Defence of tbe Chap. XV 
and Groaning, and ſome Surftit ing and Chambering, 3 
ſome ode obo gia Falling b ae Bullets, in ep 
fides, and others reeling and falling with too much drin 
in their: Bellies ; ſome wallowing, in the Field in Blaud, 
ami ot bers ' wallowing . in the Streets, in Vomit. But 
it ſeems there was one Sin, which did grievoully. 
abound in thoſe Rar. It was the Sin of Sinful. 
Airth; which I dare ſay, the Cavaliers had no cauſe 
or leiſure to be guilty of. Ab ! Lord i (ſaies (b) the 
fame precious Many what buſeneſa do many , belch 
forth, when their Heads are upon a merry pin? Hen 
proudly .? +; How, uncleanly ? How looſiy do they. ſpeak. 
and do? If there be any joy in Hell, tis this... cer-, 
zaimly ; &c. And (c) again, 4 Man ig very beartily 
| wicked, Very totally wicked ; every Faculty, every Si- 
neu . ſtretch. themſelves to . when ſinful in joy; &. 
(d) All the Bloud, all the Spirits in the Bloud, all 
the. Spirits generally thong bout the whole State, doth, 
bad joy ſet a dancing before the Devil; ſo that God 
bath nothing left in this Man. A merry Devil joſtles 
Chriſt out of all. * IS 
And as for any Reformation made afterwards, 
from the time of Mr. Lockyer's printing theſe Ser- 
mons, to the Reſtoration of the Church and State; 
A Man muſt have good Eyes, that can diſcern the 
leaſt footſteps of it in Hiſtory. No, Sir. Tho' 
you may talk of the Reformation then made as 
much, and as long as you pleaſe; becauſe none that 
obſerves with what truth you write, will believe 
your bare Affirmation: yet all that know any thing 
of thoſe times, do agree, that Vice was then ram- 
pant. The Abominations then practiſed, are al- 
moſt incredible. And indeed, how could it be ex- 
pected: otherwiſe ; when ſuch Monſters, whoſe 
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Chap. XV. Diſcourſe of Schiſm, 8c. 8g 
Conſciences were as hard as their Hearts and Fore- 
heads, had the Goverment both of Church and 
State wholly in their own Hands? And as for the 
Preaching. they uſed, twas ſuch as will never ef- 


fect a Reformation, while the World laſts. Nay, 


*rwere but too eaſy to ſhew, that the very Preach- 
ing of thoſe days deſtroy'd the Vitals of Religion. 
It made it ridiculous, and for that reaſon almoſt 
ſcandalous: and has bred more Atheiſm and Immo- 
rality amongſt us, than good Preaching (without a 
wonderful Providence) will probably ever deſtroy. 

I could ſoon furniſh you with vaſt quantities of 
the Ridiculous and Antichriſtian Rhetoric of the 
Celebrated Preachers of thoſe times. For Mr. 
Lockyer ; was not the only Famous Man that defiled 
the Pulpic. Oh, how many precious Volumes 
could I produce, were I not an utter Enemy to 


ſuch Godlineſs. But I am unwilling to revive chat 


Folly, Nonſenſe, Treaſon, &c. which was the Bane 
of true Piety, and the Profanation of Chriſtian 
Churches. 4 had much rather, twere all buried 
in eternal oblivion. Nor could I have been pre- 
vailed upon to mention theſe few Paſſages of Mr, 
Lockyer; had not your provoking Contempt of 
the beſt Preaching in the World, conſtrained me 
to expoſe your Judgment, by ſhewing what ſore 
of Preaching that is, which you admire ; and un- 
der the Want of which you ſay the Land has 
groaned; and been ſinking deeper and deeper into 
Profaneſs, ever ſince the Feaſt of St. Bartholomew 
1662, when Mr. Lockyer, and thoſe. of the ſame 
Stamp, were moſt juſtly turn'd out of their Prefer- 

ments. | 
I confeſs, If we look into the Sermons of the 
Diſſenting Preachers, ſince the Feaſt of St. Bar- 
tholomew 1662, diverſe of them are conſiderably 
8 better 


n Defence of th Chap. Xv. 
better than before; but yet in no wiſe comparable 
to thoſe of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy, which are ad- 
mired. by all Foreigners whatſoever, as the beſt 
Patterns of Preaching in the World. And there- 
fore the Nation has no reaſon to lament their loſs 
of the Non-Conformiſts Sermons. This is evi- 
dent beyond all poſſibility of Contradiction in 
London, and the parts adjacent. The Principal 
Preachers, both of the Eſtabliſned Clergy and 
the Diſſenters, are ſuppoſed to be there: but it 
appears from what Sermons are printed of both par- 
ties, that the Diſſenters are infinitely inferior to the 
Eſtabliſhed Clergy. W 
Nay, were a Man diſpoſed fo find fault, twere 

not difficult to point at ſome ſuch paſſages of Preach- 
ers of the greateſt Eminence amongſt the Diſſe 
ters, as are {care to be parallelled amongſt the mo 
inconſiderable Country Preachers of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church. I ſhall give you but one ſingle Inſtance, 
Mr. Matt.. Mead, whom Mr. Calamy (e) calls a 
Man of great Prudence, and an Excellent Preacher 
ſaies (f) thus, Peace is a ſort of proviſion, which 
will not keep, if it be not well ſalted.” Therefore our 
Lord Chriſt: hath taught you how to preſerve it, Mark 
9. 50. Have Salt in your ſelves, and have Peace one 
with another. Had any Country Conformiſt treated 
a Congregation of better than fourſcore Preachers 
with a Diſh of Powderd Peace; I believe they 
would ſcarce have thank'd him for his Entertain- 
ment. But I forbear; eſpecially ſince the Ser- 
mons of our Country Clergy do not need the Indi- 
ſcretions of ſome Eminent Non-Conformiſt Peachy 
ers to ſet them off. | 


the. 


(e) Au nent of 8 Lif x 261. | Two Sticks 
made one, Lond. 1691, p. 30. "wy "we B 
But 
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Chap. XV. Diſcourſe of Sehiſm, &c. a 91 | 
But as for the Sermons of the Country Diſſenting 


Preachers, I have too much reaſon to fear, that 
they are of a very different Nature. I ſhall not 
inſiſt upon Reports for the Confirmation of what 


I ſay. | I think the only fair way of judging is by 


examining what they have made public. And if 
this be 1 

have no reaſon to boaſt of their Pulpit Performan- 
ces. Of this I could give too many living Proofs 
in different parts of the Nation. But becauſe I 
am reſolved to deal impartially, I ſhall pitch upon 
1 — very County, in which both you and I do 
ve. 211 | | 
Now in this County of Eſſex, I know of only 
three Diſſenting Preachers, who have publiſhed 
either Sermons, or any other Books whatſoever ; 
viz, Mr, F. Hopwood, Mr. R. Gouge, and your 
ſelf; alwaies excepting the Scriblers of thoſe Seats, 


ure way of tryal; tis evident, that they 


which are equally deſpis'd by ours and your own 


Party. As for Mr. Hopwood, becauſe he is now 
no ſetled Preacher, but affects another Character; 
and becauſe, when he did preach conſtantly, it was 
not in this County, but at London; I have deter- 


mined to ſpare him. But you muſt give me leave to 
uſe a little innocent Freedom with your Neighbor, 


 Acquaintance, and particular Friend Mr. R. Gouge; 
and not wholly to forget your ſelt. 


Mr. R. Gvuge has publiſhed a Book entituled, The 
Faith of Dying Facob; which was firſt delivered in 
ſeveral Sermons ar Cogſuall in Eſſex, occaſioned by 
the death of Mr. I/aac Hubbard of the ſaid Town; 


and then printed, together with Advice to Mr. Hub- 


bard's Young Son, at London 1688, Now this 
Gentleman was by no means forward to print his 
Sermons ; but yet at length, (g) finding the whole 
C) Faith of Dying Jacob, Long. 1688, To the Read, p. 3. 

F G 2 Uni- 


92 AI Defence of the Chap. XV. 
Univerſe concern d in ſome Beneficial Service, his 
dull drowſy Soul began to forget its Torpoſe and Ina- 
bility ; and he reſolv'd to do ſome Beneficial Service, 
as well as the other parts of the Univerſe did. Nor 
_ could he, it ſeems, in his own opinion, do any more 
Beneficial Service, than by obliging the World with 
this moſt Beneficial Book; in which he modeſtly (5 
aſſures us, That he has labored no big Words, that 
exceed the bores of common Ears, nor long- ſpun 
Sentences, that ſnap in the middle, before the Memory 
can wind up one half. And what then has he la- 
bored? Why, he hath taken incredible, and moſt 
Beneficial Pains, to crowd all imaginable Nonſenſe 
and Folly into the narrow compals of 204 Pages in 
ſmall Twelves. Tis impoflible for me to give the 
Reader a juſt Notion of this Monſtrous Piece, un- 
leſs I would tranſcribe the Whole: but 1 ſhall pre- 
ſent him with a few Paſſages, by which he may 
"gueſs at the reſt. 9 35 
I begin with his Commendation of the Chriſtian 
Religion. (i) Would you live a pleaſurable Life? 
*Tis Religion has the true Vivifying Exbilarations, 
the placid Serenities, the grateful Viſions, ' the flow- 
ing of ſweeteſt Pleaſures, and the pureſt perpetual 
Calm. The Aſtronomers Galaxy or Milky-path, the 
| Philoſophers Taalwn, the Moraliſts Evfluule, the Phyſe- 
cians Evxegoia, Epicurus's Bic. and Archimedes's 
Evgnxa, are but Froth to this ſolid Pleaſure, &c, Again, 
() The Moraliſt, to dreſs up his Moral Lady, ſaith, 
Her Head is Wiſdom, her Eyes Prudence, ber Heart 
Love, her Spirit Charity,” her Thighs Fuſtice, her 
Health Temperance, her Strength Fortitude, &c. This 
is the firſt time, I confeſs, that ever I heard of a 
Woman's being dreſſed in a Garment made of her 
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Chap. XV. Diſcourſe of. Schiſm, &c. 93 
own Head, Heart, Thighs, Health, Ge. But to 


let that paſs; (I) The Spoufe having waded in the 
= Commendation of J x s u s, till nigh ſwallowed up, find. 
* ing no bottom; baving play d on her melodious Strings, 


till all were crack'd ; having fret on Glory, till well- 


nigh blind; having ſoared high, till her wings were mel- 


ted; having enlarged till raviſhed and breathleſs ; ſhe falls 


into « Summary Rhetorical Concluſion, He is altogether 
lovely, Cant. 5.16, But to proceed. | 
Men are (mn) Mortal Crumbling Bits of Depen- 
dency, Yeſterday's Start-ups, that come out of the Abyſs ' 
of Nothing,” haſtening to the Boſom of their Mother 
Earth: And the Wiſdom of Men (n) is but the glitter 
of a rotten poſt. - | | 
But the Saints are even what you pleaſe. At 
one time they are (o) Looking-Glaſſes,then (p) Crow- 


ing Cocks, by and by (4) Colleges of Phyſicians, and 


immediately (7) they are turned into Salves, A- 
gain, () Saints are Bottles, Veſſels of new Wine, that 
uncorłk d or broach'd, yield pleaſant Liquor: but in 
the very next words, they are like deep Wells or 
Pumps ; if you let down your Bucket ( for thoſe pre- 
tended Saints who took the Scorch Covenant, had 
Throats wide enough ; I ſay, If you let down your 
Bucket) or pour in a little Water, much will come 
up. 
Now for the Uſes and Properties of theſe Saints. 
It ſeems, they are the Lord's beſt Cuſtomers ; for 
(t) were it not for the Eledt to come in, the Lord 
would ſoon ſhut up Shop, If no more Cuſtomers, the 
Market would ſoon ve at an end, But farther (u) Their 


gracious Words have cured many of Sins Wounds: and 


are like the beſt Wine, that goeth down ſweetly, cauſing 


: (1) Þ . 193. () p. 6s. (n) p. i" (6) p. 60. (p) p. 32. 
(9) P. 4 C bid. (/) p. 61. & p. 58. (»)p. 39. 3 
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the Lips of thoſe that ant 5 to peak. By 4 litile 
Spiritual Diſcourſe Saints have, as tert, put new. 
Eſſences into one another's. Bodies, They "ate uſeful 
for Meat and Medicine: that is, provided you can 
_ digeſt Looking-glaſſes, Bottles, Colleges of Phyſi- 
cians, & cc. or can make either a Plaiſter, or a Cor- 
dial Julep of Crowing Cocks, Wells, Pumps, or 
the like. But to proceed, Saints are good Spices. 
or Perfumes ; for ( you can't be in their Company, 
but as from the Apothecary's' Shop, when Spices are 
beaten, you will carry away a Savor in your Cloaths.' 
Nay, the Saints are alwaies uſeful. If they chance 
to live till they are Widows or old Maids, yet ſtill 
they are uſeful. For, (x) Suppoſe thy Fruit-bearing 
time be devoured by Age, ſtill thou mayſt be a Nurſe to 
God's Children or fick Family. Pſal. 92. 14. That 
Promiſe, one way or other, holds good, They ſhall 
bring forth Fruit in their Age (when the Author's 
Hand was in, tis ſtrange he did not add the very 
next Words, they ſhall be fat and flouriſhing, or as the 
old Tranſlation reads it, fat and well-liking) Tbo 
Nature hath its time to ceaſe bearing, Grace hath none, 
If thou haſt no Working Hand, thou haſt Feeding Lips, 
When Iſaak's Eyes were dim, he could Bleſs, How- 
ever, Saints grown old, muſt be content to be God's 
Beadſmen, and to live on the Reverſion of another's 
Trencher. (This, I profeſs, is a ſad hearing: but 
for their refreſhment, the Author adds immediately) 
He never turns old Servants out of door, and lets them 
live to be uſeleſs, to let them know they are ſaved by Grace, 
Still there is @ Beauty in old Age, 
But now, as if the Author were skill'd in Leger- 
demain, he plainly (5) tells you, That the Saints 
ſhall be ſo unlike themſelves, and what they were, 
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Chap. XV. Diſcourſe of Schijn, Kc. 95 
that they ſhall ſtand amazed at themſelves in their 
new Dreſs, as if they were not the ſame Perſons. 
And accordingly it comes to paſs. For tho” very 
lately the Saints were Bottles, Pumps, Looking- 
glaſſes, and what not? yet they are now transform- 
ed into Tankards, Cups, and Spoons, and all ſorts 
of Plate for the Furniture of the World, which is 
God's Side-Table. For the Author plainly proves, 
that ſome Saints muſt die to make room for other 
Saints; becauſe (x) there is not room enough on the 
Narrow Table of this World at once for God's Plate 
to ftand upon. And yet within the ſpace of four 
lines after, all the Plate is vaniſhed, and the Saints 
have Humane Shapes again ; for the Saints are God's 
Children: but it ſeems, their Bodies are ſo large, 
that all God's Children can't be hudled up in one Room. 

Let us now take notice of particular Saints. He 
inſtances in one of either Sex. Firſt then, We have 
a certain Man-Saint, who was delivered of a Child; 
but whether Son or Daughter, the Author is not 
poſitive. His. words are theſe.; (a) One Pharaoh 
is kind. to Joſeph, till the Lord's Firſt-born was ri- 
pened in.the Womb, Then comes another, whoſe Heart 
was turned to hate his People, Pſal. 195. 25. and 
was. 4 ſerere Man-Wife to help on Iſrael's groans, and 
the extremities of the Birth-pangs, that opened the Womb. 
The next is a Woman-Saint, who called for kiſſes 
upon her Death-Bed, (6) ſaying, O, O, O ! what 
is this * I am undone, undone, undone, I cannot ſtay ; 
Let me be gone. Father, Mother, Husband, kiſs me. 
This the Author calls a Divine Tranſport. And in 


very deed ir is a precious Story, and extremely fit 
for. the Pulpir. | 
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| (z) Pag. 30. (e) 2; 101. (5) p. 24. WA 
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| Next I preſent you with Curioſities of all kinds 
which, becauſe I have not time to, fort them, you 
io e content to take, e'en as they riſe. Well 
then: Pag. 6. Faith ſees better at Midnight. p. 11. 
N do's but juſt dip bis 1 5 in the Vinegar- 
auce ; juſt. ſip of the Cup, and paſs it away. p. 15. 
The 840 42 4 the, Saal 11 a Man lying down 
to ſleep, Farewell my Dear, till the Morning (that is, 
till the Sun rends the weils and mass ? "the fo 
Clouds, as the Author . moſt Elegantly expreties 
himſelf, p. 36.) The Soul ſaith to the Body, as a 
Man going a long Voyage, My Dear, Farewell; but 
after a few Mont 10 purpoſe to return. p. 21. The 
delicate daintiet he bad taſted at God's Table, and 
ſweet draughts be bad been revived with in his 
Wine-Cellar, made him long for the immediate frut- 
ton. F that fulneſs of joy, that » in the Lord's pre- 
ſence. p. $6, She that is the Bride, bath the Bride. 
room, and the goodly Dowry ; tho" the Gueſts, the 
Servants and Standers.by have ſome Benefits; a Rib- 
bon, or a Garter, and the ſound of the Marriage- 
Muſick 5 the Leavings and Reverſion of the Trencher 
which tranſient By-Comforts ate preſent Levamina, 
Reliefs to them, without which Earth would be a kind 
of Hell. p. 50. Herod liked the fulſom liquor of 
James's Bloud, and thought to hive. another dranght 
of Peter's; but an Angel ſtole away the Veſſel, be- 
ore he broached it ; and ſoon after he becomes a louſy 
dead God, p. 77. The Earth lies bedrid at Winter 
with its Night-caps of hoary froſt, bound down with 
it, Irons.” p. 107. Iſaak dying, ſaid, I die, but the 
Lord will ſurely be with you : and Iſrael bis youn 
Bird had learned the old one's note, ſaying, 0 ſhal 
be With vou. p. 114. When the Lord intends, Tion's 
Birth-pangs are ſtrong. Birth and Death-pangs are 
alwgies Revs. if the Child be ſick, there is need 0 
88 change 
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bange of diet. F it be diſorderly, a rod is 7 for 
* . there be 5 on Zion, there is nee * 4 
= wiſp ; and after God's Plate is ſcoured, the is 
XZ raft to the dungbil. p. 117. The Devil obſerving an 
bedge about Job, was loth to venture to prick his fin- 
gers. *Twill be harder for him to break thro a wall 
of fire, and to pull God's Houſe down over his Head. 
p. 129. Death is picking at the Lock to let out t 
Soul. p. 157. If dark Seaſons happen, the C 
go's along in the dark, | beld in the Father's Hand. 
The Child go's to the - Maſter with the Father's Let» 
ter in bis pocket, God, as Fuſtices, gives hit Tra- 
wellers a Paſs to go Home with, p. 192. brif left 
dt of a Sermon, is like the Woman's Beer, who for- 
got ber Malt. p. 193. Paul falls into redundant Pleo- 
naſms and ſparkling Particles, 'Ame' win , Phil, 
3. 8. rejecting all 1 for the Wir, the tran- 
ſcendent Excellency of the Knowledge. of Chriſt. p. 194 
On Chriſt's Grawe gro all the Flowers of Fait 
Love, Foy, that ſtick in 4 Believer's Boſom. Of this 
Wood, (viz. of a Flower-ſtalk) the Manubrium 
Gladii, the Haft of the Sword is made, that cuts 
off Goliah's Head, &c. nnn 1 
I ſuppoſe, you are well nigh ſurfeited with theſe; 
therefore let us in the next place, with Reverence 
and Attention, according to the Independent cuſtom; 
hear this Grave Preacher ſpeaking his Experiences; 
yea, His own Experiences. p. 53. Drunken Heads 
cannot carry the Body ſteady. Ter Men rowing to 
Hell, will bardly get their Paſſengers to Heaven. p. 43. 
Suitors ſet on Maids Parents abroad. p. 51. The 
Cocks crow thick againſt change of Weather, - p. 58. 
. Two 72 fired Sticks enkindle the green one, p. 173. 
When the Sun ſhines not, Candles do well in the Night, 


But, I ſuppoſe, if the Sun ſhould chance to ſhine 
at Midnight, the Author will allow, there is no 
| need 
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need of Candles. p. 82. Le ſmneet Roſe grows. am 4 
prickly Buſb. p. 90. Tis darkeſt near Morning, and 
ealdeſt- tom ar the Spring. p. 99. Times of War 
train up the, beſt Souldiers and Seamen. Lambs breed 
in M inter. Quails come with the Wind. pi 100, Scour- 
ing makes Plate tbe brighter, Stars glitter in the 
froſty: Nights, Tbe coldeſt Climate: make the bealthieſt 
Bogies,. p. 132. Vultures beat | their Young, becquſ4 
Rudy. Ravens feed not their Young, as not ſo black 
Tygers are enraged: with. frogramt \ Spices. Powder and 
Sbat are ſpent an Pidgeons ; and the Crows are ſpared. 
Pawthers  hate's Man's Picture, p. 156. Where. two 
Kees belong to 4 Lack, both muſt he brought, There 
isa vaſt quantity ſt ill behind, of the ſamemoſtInſtry- 
Rive Eloquence : but I am almoſt weary, and ſhall 
therefore haſten: in the laſt place to Mr. Hubbard's 
Character, in which the Author certainly did his 
becauſe Mr. H. left him an Eſtate for Life. 
this Character I ſhall give you only a taſt. 
35. then, Mr. Hubbard's Temper Was, I. Chear- 
fal. (c) Bat this Chearfulneſt frem bis refined ſub. 
limated Soul, was moſt manifeſted by bis Angelic de- 
light in ſinging Pſalms, in which be expreſſed an in- 


nerd joy, - and war oft diſolved into 4 mixture of 


wing proc ius Tears, fragrant: at the Deus, aud 
Props ef Raſes, \ diſtilled over à gentle fire. 2. Pa- 
tient. For (d) 1 itb 4 £ ateful mixture of Faith and 
Patience, he could 1% the Variegated Rainbow | 
Earthly Intermixtures. And beſides all this, (e) He 
bed ſomewhat \af the Oſt riches, Stomach to digeſt Iron; 
which: is, \ 4g a demonſtration of Patience. 
II. His Religion was certainly Admirable. For 
Why gr ( fo He bad no rolling, 0 prurieut Fancy, 207 
4 cay ſqueariſh Stomach, as ſick Men to pingle at the 
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Sauce or childi(bly*to: ffraws in Divinity. ) He 
= was neither 2 CRE . 
= what was moſt obſervable, ſollows in the next words: 
= He liled not the' Lofts of giddy Heads ; but bad good. 
Batthmients on + his. up Story. What theſe god 
Battliments were, which Mr. Hubbard carried on his 
Head, the Author has not determined. But whats, 
ever they were, and howſoever raiſed, the Context 
uinly proves, that they were extremely uſeful. 
For Ee had good:Battlements on his upper Story, that: 
be fell not -over\to- bregk bis Bones. It (ſeems then, 
ad' it not been for theſe good Batthements. Mr. H. 
had long ſince broken his Bones, by falling from 
the top of his own Head. This is ſtrange, I con- 
feſs: but thus St. Patric is ſaid to have carried 
his Head in his Teeth. For ſame Saints can flo 
ſtrangs things, which ordinary Folk think im- 
poſſible. * 7590 1 i. 1036) a 1 {O65 
But farther, his Religion was certainly very great 
becauſe (b) his Card, Pole- Star, Canon be ſailed and 
walked by, was the Word of Gad. The Sun of bis 
daily Life poſed thro this Zadiac; yet ſometimes 
croſſed by the Ecliptic-line. He made this Ward the 
Man of his Counſel ; minding and moving by the Sum, 
rather than the Dial, If *: left the Common-rogd, 
t becauſe fouler and craggy ; and he eſpied an- 
other cleaner and ſafer, And beſides all this, (i) 
be uſed his own Legs, not walking on others crutches 3 
and did not fancy bimſelf nigh blind to be bebolden 
to others Spectacles, And to ſum up all, (40 in 
his Fourneyings he ſo contri ved Affairs, that be migbt 
Way-lay Soul- Markets in his Return. vx ws 
II. As for his Converſation; (I) He was 10 
finging Waſp, for the Honey's ſoke frequenting —ths 
(6) Pag. 166, (50 Ibid. (7) 7. 167. (4) 2. 169. (1) . 178. 
wits Sweet 
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00 1 Defence of u Chap. XV., 
Sweet Pot. (m) libat be wanted in Mater, be made 
up in Wine, I bat he wanted in Bran, be made up 
in Flower, - () He ſuffered not the. Bladder f bis 
Soul. to ſwell too big. All theſe things put roger; 
ther do evidently prove, that Mr. Hubbard Was a 
very extraordinary Man; and that Mr. Gene is 
a very extraordinary Preacher. And ſo I take my 
leave of them both. „an bun 3:37 7904.29VS 
II ſhall nou very+briefly addreſs my ſelf to you, 

who have lately with good reaſon confeſs d y eur 
ſelf co be (o) ine of the mianeſt among all the 'thous\ 
fands:of Iſrael; tho“ you had formerly given the 
World. a broad {p) intimation, that you think yqur 
own: Soul is f 4 tall Stature, and that you have 3 
eopiouſneſs o Tbonght. . nne l 1 22 1 
C1 have ſpent already ſo much time upon your per- 
mom of Separation, that I believe, the real worth.of 
them is no longer unknown. But your Sermon of, 
Angels are very obnoxious alſo. For Inſtance, 
having () informed your Uncle Rates, that Man 
ſhall hereafter be made an. eternal Fellow-Commoner. 
with"'the Angels; leaſt he ſhould chance to won- 
der, what fort of Commons theſe Fellow-Com- 
moners and the Angels ſhall eat together, you (7) 
declare, That a diſembedied Soul can banquet upon 
Spiritual Foy, and feed upon the Lamb's Face. But 
farther, you (/) ſay, That. the Angels can glide 
down from Heaven to Earth upon a Sun-beam, and 
again. And (7) aſſoon as Death has ſtruck the 
Blowy and bas unfettered thee/ from thy Clay, | the 
Angels fly up with thy Soul thro* roof and all, with. 
out making any breach therein, You tell us alſo, 
i That when purSavior was tempted of the Devil, 


mw) Pag. 777. (n) Ibid. (e) Of Separ. Epiſt p. 1. (p) Of 
Angels, Ep:ft. p. 1. (g) Ibid, p. 2. (r) Of Angels, p. 7. (JJ p. 11. 
6 f. 4, 43. (40 jJoO6 . 
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the Angels would not draw near, till the Battel be- 
tween him and the Devil was ended, that it migbt 
appear, that they did not ſtrike one blow, or in-the 
leaſt belp Feſws Cbriſt. I could give ſeveral other 
Inſtances; but theſe are ſufficient for a taſt. 
And are theſe the Doctrines which you Prea 
and Print? Are theſe thoſe Studies of another Na- 
ture, for which you (w) ſay, you have ſo little 
time? Would any Man, that deſign'd only the 
Salvation of his Followers, fill their Heads with 
ſuch unprofitable and wild Copceits ? One would 
have thought, that thoſe who pretend to be ſuch 
Edifying Preachers, ſhould Preach, not their own 
Fanſies, but the Word of God. And certainly, 
had you taught your Barn- ful of Braintree Philo- 
ſophers the Nature and Neceſſity of Humility, Mee k- 
neſi, Obedience to Governors, &c. you had much 
more effectually ſhewn them the way to Heaven ; 
than by amuſing poor ignorant People with ſtrange, 
unintelligible Stories of Angels riding backward 
and forward upon Sun- beams; and afluring them, 
that Angels do not open a Caſement, or fly up the 
. Chimney, but make their way thro' the Tiles, 
when they convey departed Souls to Heaven. The 
Miniſtration of Angels here upon Earth, is doubt- 
Jeſs a great truth; and 'tis not to be queſtion'd, but 
that they comfort and accompany departed Souls: 
but the manner how theſe things are performed, 
neither you, nor any Man elſe do's know; and 
what need was there then of your ridiculous So- 
lution of theſe impertinent Difficulties? 
But you well know, that ſome People think 
they are then moſt edify'd, when they hear 
what they don't underſtand : and that the way to 
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be admir'd, and thought a profound Divine by the 
Multitude, is, not to preach plain Chriſtian Truths, 
but ſuch uſeleſs: Novelties, as will not improve ei- 
ther their Minds or their Morals; but pleaſe their 
itching Ears, and make em ſtare and gape again. 
ſuch unworthy Artifices have you been be- 
pulling unſtable Souls; whilſt you had better been 
plowing St. Paul's Example, Who (x) ſaies, For 
* ger pleaſe Men, I ſbould not be the ſer vam 
brit. But the reaſon is pretty plain; for y 
have well (5) obſerv'd, That ſome Men, that hae 
no - intrinſic worth, bave an itch after . 
Since they cannot riſe into it by Merit, they gain it by 
venting ſuch Doctrines, as are (bleſſed be God, in the 
Eſtabliſhed Church) ancommm. T hed 
Thus I have briefly ſhewn you, what thoſe 
Sermons of the Diſſenters were and are, to which 
you aſcribe ſuch Wonderful Effects; and under 
the want of which you ſay, the Land has groan'd, 
and been ſinking deeper and deeper into profaneſs 
from the Feaſt of St. Bartholomew 1662, to this 
very day. And J appeal to any Man's Conſcience, 
Whether ſuch Pulpic Eloquence be fit for the In- 
ſtruction and Improvement of Mankind. 
The Event abundantly ſhew'd, what influence 
it had upon the Nation, from the beginning-of 
the Civil Wars, to the Reſtoration. No ſooner 
were the Eſtabliſhed Clergy partly ſilenced, and 
partly forc'd to comply with the ways of choſe 
times; but an inundation of Hereſies overflow'd 
us. And certainly, if the Lord ever did, as you 
(2) phraſe it, let looſe the Maſtiff of Hell among 
his People; twas then, when Hypocriſy and Re- 
bellion (under the pretence of Godly thorow Re. 
(x) Gal. 1. 10. ( Of Separ. p. 64. (e) Of Angels, p. 133. 
formation) 
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formation) laid waſt Chriſtianicy ; and this Flou- 
Un Kingdom, by ſuch means ench'd in Bloud, 
ſpawad as many monſtrous Doctrines in twenty 
P ears, as the Devils Malice, without ſuch Powef⸗ 

ful Ain dine could raiſe in above fixeeen hundred 


fore, ye {fill they are not comparable to thoſe of. 
Eft: 


the 
that erlons have the ach 
and Scholars amongſt the Diſſenters, who have ac- 
knowledg'd the Terms of Lay-Communion with 


(a) Seals of their Wir, But, I pray, Sir, have 
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ſee the Actions of all ſorts of Diſſenters; yet I 
know no other Seals of the Diſſenting Miniſtry, 
than ſuch as 2uakers, and all other the rankeſt En- 
thuſiaſts have ever: boaſted of, viz. Men converted 


iſobedience, and other Crimes which I ſhall not 
name. And therefore, let me adviſe you and your 
Brethren,if you are willing to ſhew the Seals of your 
Miniſtry, not to draw Men from the Church merely 
to ſtrengthen a Party ; but to reach them ſome neg- 
leted Duties; which had the moſt zealous Dil- 
ſenters formerly practis d, the Civil Wars had ne- 
ver begun; nor had we now felt thoſe many Ca- 
lamities, which thoſe curſed Times have occaſſo- 
ned ſince. Believe me, Sir, tis the Want of theſe 
Duties, under which the Nation groans, and which 
has caus d it to ſink deeper and deeper into profa- 
neſs, from long before the Feaſt. of St. Bart bolo- 
mew 1662, to this very day. And I ſhould be 
heartily glad to ſee the Diſſenters, who were once, 
to be lure, very backward in the practice of theſe 
Duties, now at laſt grown exemplary and diligent 
CRE - | gy 
And yet, as if the Diſſenters were even now al- 
moſt the only true Patterns of Piety in the Nation; 
you have dar'd to () ſay, Look, and you cannot but ſee 
the Body of God's Children gathered among the Diſ- 
ſenters 5 tho" there are ſome few gracious Perſons left 
elſewhere, Good God! How much of the Pha- 
riſee is there in ſome Perſons, who truſt in them- 
ſelves that they are Righteous, and deſpiſe others ? 
We are, it ſeems, in ſome Mens Eyes, as Publi- 
cans and Sinners; and ſo far indeed we are con- 
tent to own that Character, as to confeſs and be- 
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wall our faults, and by no means to juſtify our 


ſelves. But withal we know, that a truly 3 


© ſincere, meek, peaceable, obedient, upright,*ju 


and charicable Spirit, is the moſt eſſential part of 
true Chriſtian Holineſs. And "twill be well for the 
Diſſenters, who can ſo readily ſay before hand, 
(e) I am holier than thou'; if a greater number of 
them, than of the Eftabliſhed Church, be found 
endued with this true Chriſtian Holineſs at the laſt 
great day, when (4) not be that commendeth himſelf}, 
4s approved, but whom the Lord commendeth, 22 
10 conclude; I am heartily ſorry, that you 
have forced me to compare the Diſſenters Sermons 
with thoſe of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy ; by which 
compariſon, I am ſure, the Diſſenters cannot gain 
the leaſt advantage, but muſt of neceflity loſe be- 
yond all belief. Twas utterly againſt my Will, 
that IJ have written what I have, upon this head. 


For I hate ſuch things as ſerve only to exaſperate 


Parties; and by which Religion it ſelf has been 
ſometimes deeply wounded. Nothing but Neceſ- 
ſity could have drawn one ſyllable of this Nature 
from me. But I was obliged upon ſuch an inſo- 
lent Provocation to do Juſtice to my Brethren ; 
and if the Conſequences be amiſs, or otherwiſe 
than I could heartily wiſh, you muſt blame your 
ſelf for them. For all the World, who knows the 
occaſion, can tell at whoſe door they muſt lie. 
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CCH A. XVI. 
The CONCLUSION. 


ere are many other Paſſages in your Book, 

| which deſerve ſevere Reflections. For in- 
ance (to paſs over what you (a) ſay of St. Clement, 
ecauſe it is not ſo evident a falſhood) what you (b) 
88 of St. Inatius, is a moſt notorious untruth. 
or in the place cited by you, he does not ſo 
much as intimate, that the: difference between Biſhops 
and Presbyters is a Nowelty, or any thing like it. He 
only ſaies, that they ought not to diſobey their 
Biſhop, becauſe he is young. This is plain from 
the Original, and from the Scope of the Author. 


Again, you (e) ſay, you know no neceſſity of any 


tion of Hands in Ordination. Perhaps you'l tell 


| the world in your next Book, that you know no 


neceſſity of any. outward Elements in Baptiſm, and 
the Lord's Supper. For he that has already ſaid 
the one, is in a fair way to ſay the other. But 
this monſtrous Abſurdity is rather to be pitied, 
than confuted : and 'tis no wonder, that the Man 
that aſſerts it, was judged the fitteſt Perſon to ſu 
ceed old B. the Wood-cleaver. regs 
But the Inſtances of your Weakneſs, Imperti- 
nence, vile Reflections, Falſhoods, &c. are almoſt 
numberleſs. And therefore, tho* I have not left 
one {yllable of yours unanſwered, that does in any 
wiſe touch the point: yet I could not excuſe my 
ſelf, ſhould I waſt either Time or Paper upon 
what remains. | 


Would to God, you could deeply conſider what 


I have written already; every ſyllable of which 
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do's very nearly concern you. Believe me, ſuch 
Books as yours, muſt be ſadly accounted for at the 
laſt great day. For tis no ſmall ſin for a Man to 
write againſt his own Conſcience, merely to up- 
hold a Party: and to ſlander a Church, whoſe Di- 
ſcipline-was too hot for him. Eſpecially your fin 
is extremely aggravated by that (d) Deliberation, 
wherewith twas committed. And for my part, 
'T have often ſtood amazed, and wondered, how 
*rwas poflible for you to preach and print ſuch. 
things, as you have. For tho' I can eaſily excuſe 
your Ignorance, & c. yet premeditate Malice and 
wilful Calumny are ſuch hideous Deformities, as 
Charity cannot cover. | 

Whether you will reply or no; I know not. 
You have (e) told me, that you bave ho at once, 
what you deſign to ſay on this Head of Schiſm, and that 
You purpoſe to touch this Controverſy no more; but J hear, 
.you have lately chang'd your mind, and are re- 
ſolv'd to defend what you have written. 

If you are ſo reſolv'd, Sir; be pleaſed to under. 
ſtand, that I ſeek for Truth, and not for Victory: 
and therefore I do hereby ſolemnly oblige my ſelf, 
either to defend what I have written, or publickly 
to acknowledge my ſelf confuted. 

In the mean time, I ſhall pray Almighty God to 
furniſh you, not only with a better Head ; but al- 
{o, and chiefly, with a better Heart. I am, 


S1R, 


Your ſincere Friend and Servant, 


(4) Epiſt. Ded. p. 6, 7. (% Pag 99. 


THE END. 


THO. BENNET. 
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BOOKS writ ty the Reverend Pr. ER NET. 
N Eſſay on the Thirty Nine Articles of Religion Agreed 
on in the Lear 1562, and Reviſed in the Year 1571 ; 
A Wherein (the Text being firſt exhibited in Latin and 
-&nzliſh, and the minuteſt Variations of 18 the moſt Ancient and 
Anthentic Copies carefully noted) an Account is given of the 
Proceedings of Convocation in framing and ſetling the Text of 
the Articles; The Controverted Clauſe of the zoth Article 
demonſtrared to be genuin ; And the Caſe of Subſcription 
the Articles is conſidered in Point of Law, Hiſtory, and © 
cience. With a Prefatory Epiſtle ro Anthony. Collins, EW. - 
herein the egregious Falſhoods and Calumnies of the Auch 2 
bf Pri. ſtcraft jn Perfection, are expoſed. © - 5 
Directions for ſtudying I. A General Syſtem of B ; 
vinity. II. The Thirty nine Articles of Religion. 
is added St. Jerom's Epiſtle to Nepotianus. The 2d Edition. 
evotions : viz. Confeſſions, Petitions, Interceſſions and 
Thankſgivings, for every Day of the Week: andalfo before, 
at, and after the Sacrament ; with occaſional Prayers for all 
. Perſons whatſoever. 6 F. 75 8 
A Brief Hiſtory of the Pie Uſe of precompoſed ſet Forms 
of Prayer, ſhewing, 1. T hat the ancient Jews, our Savior, his 
' Apoſtles, and the primitive Chriſtians, never join'd in any 
Prayers, but precompos'd ſer Forms only. 2. That thoſe pre- 
compos'd ſet- Forms in which they joined, were ſuch as the 
_ reſpe&ive Congregations. were accuſtomed to, and throughly 
acquainted with. 3. That their Practice warrants the Impo« 
ſition of a National precompos'd Liturgy. To which is an- 
- nex'd, a Diſcourſe of the Gift of Prayer, ſhewing, that what 
the Diſſenters mean by the Gift of Prayer, wiz. a Faculty of 
Conceiving Prayers extempore, is not promiſed in Scripture. 
The Second Edition. 8 
A Diſcourſe of joint Prayer; ſhewing, I. What is meant 
by joint Prayer. II. That the joint Uſe of Prayers conceiv'd 
extempare hinders Devotion, and conſequently diſpleaſes God: 
whereas the joint Uſe of ſuch precompos'd fet Forms, as the 
Congregation is accuſtom'd to, and throughly acquainted with, 
does moſt effectually promote Devotion, and conſequently is 
commanded by God. III. That the Lay Diſſenters are oblig'd, 
upon their own Principles, to abhor the Prayers offer'd in their 
' ſeparate Aſſemblies, and to join in Communion with the Eſta» 
- bliſh'd Church. The Second Edition. | | 
A Paraphraſe with Annotations upon the Book of Common Pray- 
er, wherein the Text is explain'd, Objections are anſwer'd, and 
Advice is humbly offer d, both to the Clergy and Layety, for 
promoting true Devotion in the Uſe of it. The Second Edition. 


